
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT’S NEW 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Lights 

 

The Club has contracted D&A Lighting Systems to install new LED lights on courts 1 

to 6. This will mean that the club will have 6 courts under lights instead of 4, and 

should encourage more participation in night tennis competition.  

 

Our Court Lighting project is about to enter construction phase.  As part of the 

project, the existing poles on courts 1 to 4 will be extended by 0.5m to bring them 

in-line with the new poles.  

 

The on-site construction part of the lighting contractors should start on-site work 

Wednesday June 18.  This work needs to be finished for the start of the new BDNTA 

season starting Monday 23 July. Construction work on new lighting for Courts 5 & 

6 will follow, and the contractor aims to have this completed by 4 August.   

 

We know that there are currently a few blown globes on the existing lights but we 

have decided not to spend any club funds on replacing globes (at about $400 each) 

knowing that LED replacements are coming.  Here’s hoping for an “bright" start to 

the new night tennis season. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 

 

 

Club gender imbalance 
 

Ten years ago in 2008 we had 37% female membership. Five years ago it was 35%.  

This year it is 30%.  
 

Out of this 30%, what ratio are participating in competition tennis?  
 

ERT 

Junior Sat & Sun has 19 females out of 61 (31%).  

Senior Sat has 3 females out of 37 (8%).  

 

Midweek competitions  

Tues – Thurs Mid-Week Ladies have (up to) 40 female players in the female-only comp. 

Thursday Metro Masters (an Open Competition) has 0 females out of 30 (0%). 

 

BDNTA Night Tennis 

Our Autumn season fielded 10 females out of 73 individual players, some playing on 

multiple nights (14%).  

For the next season we have submitted 58 player names of whom 14 are female (24%), the 

increase we can thank the addition of a second women’s Monday night team which we 

welcome to the Club.  

 

Lastly our Committee: 4 out of 13 members are female (31%), which is in line with our 

membership. This is is below the 40% target that Vicsport has set as its minimum quota 

for female representation on governing bodies funded by Vicsport: 

https://vicsport.com.au/board-quotas 
 

Your Committee is concerned at the low number of female members and is looking for ways to 

strengthen female participation.  As a first initiative our Club coaches are offering a special 

coaching program for women (see above). We are interested in any suggestions you may have. 

Women’s Coaching and Match Play  

 

Our club's tennis coaches are starting a new program in term 3 designed to encourage 

female participation at the club. The sessions will comprise of techniques, drills and match 

play tailored to each individual group for maximum improvement. This is a great 

opportunity for members and non members to improve their game, and perhaps a full team 

may wish to participate to try and boost competition results. 

 

When: From Monday 16th July at 10:30 am (Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 9:30 am 

are also on offer) 

Duration:  8 week term, 1 hour per week 

Cost: $200 

 

For queries and/or enrolments please contact Andrew Halford on 0412021911  

or email www.tennismatters.com.au 

https://vicsport.com.au/board-quotas


 

 

COMPETITION REPORTS 
 

 

 

JUNIOR TENNIS

The Summer 2017/18 season finals were in March. The Junior Organisers managed to get 

all finals finished despite the rain interrupting a few times. Our rubbers 20 won after 

finishing on top by a big margin. Rubbers 12&18 were both runners up.  

 

Sat Rubbers 2 Pts % 
  Sat Rubbers 10 Pts % 

 
Donvale 70.5 144.64 P 

 
Scoresby 76.5 155.67 R 

North Ringwood 60.5 138.26 R 
 

Blackburn Blue 71.5 158.57 
 

North Balwyn 57 109.69 
  

Doncaster 61.5 116.79 P 

Ferny Creek 56.5 112.02 
  

Nunawading 57.5 106.36 
 

Box Hill 55 103.45 
  

Nunawading Comty 49.5 93.33 
 

Heathmont Green 40.5 80.14 
  

Blackburn Green 46.5 98.1 
 

Heathmont Blue 40.5 74.15 
  

North Balwyn 29.5 64.22 
 

HE Parker Reserve 25.5 62.75 
  

Heathmont 19.5 58.52 
 

         
Sat Rubbers 12 Pts % 

  Sat Rubbers 18 Pts % 
 

Blackburn 85.5 178.04 P 
 

Blackburn 73.5 226.81 P 

North Balwyn Green 75.5 150.44 R 
 

Wantirna 57.5 125.11 
 

Box Hill 69.5 161.58 
  

North Balwyn Green 56.5 135.75 R 

East Camberwell 50.5 109.7 
  

North Balwyn Blue 52.5 117.62 
 

Nunawading 49.5 89.14 
  

Scoresby Blue 35.5 80.89 
 

North Balwyn Blue 45.5 94.85 
  

Scoresby Green 21.5 63.7 
 

Willison Park 27.5 66.67 
  

E'Croydon-Kilsyth 10 46.07 
 

Templestowe Park 13.5 26.84 
      

         
Sat Rubbers 20 Pts % 

  Sat Boys 8 Pts % 
 

North Balwyn Green 85.5 224.16 P 
 

Burnt Bridge Blue 114 188.37 P 

North Ringwood Blue 60.5 116.6 
  

Heathmont 97 153.78 R 

Currawong 59.5 121.4 R 
 

Nunawading Comty 74 109.59 
 

North Ringwood Green 48.5 95.17 
  

Burnt Bridge Green 72 118.27 
 

Ferntree Gully 44.5 82.95 
  

North Balwyn 65 94.27 
 

South Hawthorn 43 86.13 
  

Box Hill 63 82.97 
 

Gracedale Park 36 66.47 
  

Blackburn 38 55.98 
 

North Balwyn Blue 34.5 80.07 
  

HE Parker Reserve 37 58.74 
 

 

Sun Boys 1 
Pts % 

  

 

Sun Girls 2 
Pts % 

 

St. Dominics 84.5 183.03 P 
 

Serpell 69 168.06 P 

Bulleen 78 152.16 R 
 

Willison Park Blue 60 128.71 R 

South Hawthorn 62 111.78 
  

Willison Park Green 60 126.64 
 

East Camberwell 58 105.42 
  

Doncaster 51 115.81 
 

North Balwyn 47 80.9 
  

East Camberwell 43 81.4 
 

Deepdene 40.5 76.99 
  

North Balwyn Green 31 71.89 
 

Willison Park 40 74.43 
  

North Balwyn Blue 22 52.63 
 

St. Francis Xavier 38 66.49 
      

         
For the current Winter 2018 season we have 10 Saturday teams and 4 Sunday teams. 

 

 

 



 

 

MID-WEEK TENNIS

MEMRLTA Tuesday Section 3 

The 2017-2018 MEMRLTA Summer season 

was a very successful one for the A3 Tuesday 

Ladies team. Yana Barton, Sarah Shan, 

Rhonda McCaw, Penny Graham, Mel 

Katopodis, Rowena Sheung and Chris 

Turnbull played consistently throughout the 

season to finish 3rd at the end of the home 

and away fixture. Yana, Sarah, Rhonda and 

Chris played extremely well to beat Kooyong 

in a tight semi-final. Rhonda stood aside for 

Penny to play in the grand final against Eley 

Park. Unfortunately our North Balwyn girls 

were well beaten by a team that had finished 

on top of the ladder and who had saved their 

best match for last. The season was a most 

enjoyable one with all signs pointing to 

further success in the future. Well done girls. 

 

Chris Turnbull 

 

MEMRTLA Tuesday Section 10 

Our new Section 10 team has started this 

season in section 10 and is on the bottom 

but starting to win some sets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMRTLA Tuesday Section 8 

Our season has been dogged by injury & 

'holidays' (some being for work!) & we have 

been lucky enough with the help of Christa 

Schlifelner to get through this season so far 

without a forfeit! We are most grateful for her 

efforts. 

 

Carole Snowsill pulled her calf muscle & has 

been out for about 6 weeks, Tricia Arthur hurt 

her knee & is now on a 6 week trip, Helen 

Rayner has struggled with a bad knee & back 

for most of the season, Shirley Wick, who 

enjoyed being overseas for 5 matches is now 

back, thank goodness as we desperately need 

her! The latest injury is Lorna Sargeant, who is 

suffering from having 2/3rds of her tendon 

torn away from the bone of her right hip, 

which means surgery to sew it back, then a 

lengthy recovery. She will be away from tennis 

until well after Christmas. Catherine Lawton & 

I seem to be the only ones still standing! 

(Knock on wood!) 

 

At the moment we are sitting 8th on the 

ladder, which considering, is a miracle! ...with 

6 matches to play! 

 

Julie Beasley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tues Sec 3 Runners Up, from left: Sarah, Yana, 

Chris, Penny, Rhonda 

Whole Tues Sec 3 Team, from left: Sarah, 

Yana, Rhonda, Rowena, Melanie, Chris, Penny 



 

 

 

WDTA Thursday A Grade 

Hello from the Balwyn T.C. ladies playing 

Waverley District section 1. My apologies 

for this being a short report on how our 

season went but due to some injuries I 

sustained I didn’t play many matches. The 

ladies put in a great effort, as always, and 

we finished 6th against strong opposition 

and some younger players. Congratulations 

Team! We are all looking forward to the 

next season and our goal will be to make 

the four so we can see what we can do in 

the finals. 

 

Yvonne Pettigrew  

 

 

 

 

EDWTA 

Our Section 4 team this season team consisted 

of Philippa Wardrop ©, Norma Ross, Diane 

Barron-Toop, Diane Sampson and Marie 

Purcell. Catherine Lawton has helped us out on 

several occasions and we have also used  

emergency players from “The Pool”. We have 

enjoyed our tennis although not with such 

good results. 

 

Unfortunately, we are unable to field a team 

for the coming season but it is to be hoped our 

team members will attend social tennis at the 

club on Tuesdays or Thursdays. 

 

Marie Purcell 

 

 

 
Thursday Veterans (Open) 

Thursday afternoon Metro Masters Last (Autumn) season of our five sections two made it 

to the finals. Veneto Section 2 won their semi-final comfortably 5-1 against E Croydon, but 

lost the Preliminary final 0-4 against Royal Park. Section 6 won their semi-final against 

Koonung Park, and won the Grand Final on 31st May played at North Ringwood TC against 

St Johns. The Spring season starts the first week of August. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MMTA Section 6 with their shield after their win at North Ringwood. L to R Tony Barton, 

Cees van Oost, Tony Gallichio, Paul Bisiani and Preston Berryman 

 



 

 

 

2018 Tennis Victoria Men’s Pennant 

 
After 11 rounds our Grade 6 Section 2 Pennant team of Lewis Freeman (captain), Chris Phan, 

Michael Halford, Jordan Doddridge, Alex Cosic and David Rehe are second on the ladder

SATURDAY AFTERNOON ERT 

 
 

ERT Grand finals of previous season were played Saturday (24th March). Saturday 

afternoon Senior OS6 and OS10 won their grand finals while SD3 at Warrandyte lost a 

delayed grand final.  

 

 

 

BDNTA NIGHT TENNIS

Last season of our 13 teams 6 made it to the finals. Monday OS3 Hydra lost to Glenburn in 

the semi-final. Tue OS5 Slammers lost their semi-final to Canterbury. Tue OS7 Rattlers 

defeated Blackburn in the semi-final and defeated East Malvern in the final on June 5. Wed 

OS4 Dragons won over Racketeers in a delayed semi-final on June 6 and then after more 

rain delay narrowly lost the final (by one game) to East Camberwell on June 20. Thur SD3 

Flotsam lost their semi-final to E Camberwell. We have 12 seasons in for next season which 

starts the week of 23rd July.

Eastern Region 

Saturday open Section 

10 won the flag. L to R: 

Carole Snowsill, Rowan 

Ashworth, Catherine 

Lawton, Andrew 

Tregear, Lachlan 

McDonald, Brett Fuller 

 



 

 

ORGANISED SOCIAL TENNIS 
 

There are a number of opportunities for all adult members to play social tennis at NBTC. 

“Organised social tennis” means there are courts allocated for doubles play, and good used 

tennis balls supplied by the club. 

 

Every Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

morning from 9.00 am an enthusiastic 

group of older ladies and gentlemen gather 

for a friendly hit. More senior ladies are 

needed, so don't be shy, come along and 

give it a go. 
 

More recently a new initiative, Sunday 

afternoon social organised tennis has 

started up. For the Winter months it will run 

2:00 pm to 5:00 pm. For the Summer 

months it will start at 4.00 pm and go until 

7.00 pm. It is co-ordinated by Shesh Murthy 

so please contact him if you have any 

questions on 0449 162 609.  
 

For these sessions, the Social tennis board 

(for court allocation) is used and name tags 

for regular players will be made up on 

request. 
 

On Monday afternoons from 12.30 pm, a 

very social and eager group of advanced 

players meet at the club for some very 

impressive doubles matches followed by 

“afternoon tea”. 
 

On Friday Nights, the North Balwyn, 

Canterbury, Balwyn Park, and Deepdene 

Tennis Clubs each host a Twilight Tennis 

event one Friday evening of each month, with 

North Balwyn hosting it on the second Friday 

of each month. The evening starts at 7.30pm, 

with entry by gold coin donation and tennis 

balls provided. All members are welcome, 

including friends and family, and are 

encouraged to bring food/drinks to share with 

everyone afterwards. This social event has now 

been going for a couple of years and we hope 

members continue to support it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social night tennis 
 

Members are also encouraged to come down for a hit under lights in the evenings, 

$10/per court/hour paid into the Money Box in the clubhouse. It is essential to book courts 

under lights. Check out the Court Calendar on the NBTC website under the side menu 

“Night Tennis” to check for court availability. Court usage under lights for BDNTA will limit 

availability for social on play Mondays to Thursdays.  Bookings can be made by emailing 

northbalwyntc@gmail.com. Allow at least one day for bookings to be confirmed and to 

appear in the Calendar. By August this year we will have two extra courts (5 & 6) under 

lights which will give the club greater flexibility for competition, social tennis and coaching. 

 



 

 

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS 2018 

  
 

Our Club Championships were completed from March 2 to March 25. There were 46 entries from 

37 players. Entries in most events were down on 2017, and it was disappointing that there were no 

entries for the girls singles or doubles, but it is a credit to David Rehe, our coaches Andrew Halford 

and Stuart brown and the organising committee that it was still a strong field and we compare well  

to many other clubs who struggle to keep club championships viable.   

 

The winners of our Board events were 

 
Boy's Singles: Matthew Chen 
 
Boy's Doubles: James Francis/Luke Mclean 
 
Open Mixed Doubles: David Rehe/Philippa Rehe 
 
Women's Open Doubles: Susan Mclaughlin/Sheryl Summons 
 
Women's Open Singles: Philippa Rehe 
 
Men's Open Doubles: Andrew Halford/Mike Halford 
 
Men's Open Singles: Lewis Freeman  



 

 

Life of Val Wall 

As reported in May, Life Member Val Wall has died at 

the age of 91. 

Val was one of the earliest members of North Balwyn 

Tennis Club, joining in 1965. She was a valued and 

active member of the Club over all the years of her 

membership, even after she retired as a player in 

2006.  

Val played in Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 

mid-week competitions as well as Saturday afternoon 

ESTA (before it became ERT about 1995). She also 

played as an emergency in the Thursday afternoon 

veteran’s competition (now MMTA).  

Val joined the Committee of the Club in the role of Publicity Officer at a time when 

competition results were published in the local newspaper. She also presided over 

selection committees for competition. She served as Club Secretary for the 10 years 

1970 to 1980, and was made a life member in 1978.  

In 1986 she compiled a history of the Club’s first 25 years which was presented at the 

25th Anniversary dinner held at Kew Golf Club. 

Val’s contemporaries met on May 29th 2018 to remember her with a toast and recall 

happy times together over past years. Her son David was present and talked about his 

mother. Her friends remembered her fondly as a valued Club member, a lovely lady who 

was always smiling, a very willing emergency player, and above all a good friend. 

From Philippa Wardrop and information from the 50th Year Book. 

 

 

Life of John McInnes 

The Club has also lost former coach and long time Club Member, John McInnes, who 

died peacefully at home. 

John McInnes became Head Coach and Junior Organiser in 

1995 (taking over from his son Craig). He retired from coaching 

in December 2003 but continued as a keen Thursday Veterans 

(Metro Masters) player for many years. He was part of a Section 

4 Premiership team in 2013.  

John continued to play socially until fairly recently. 

John was a loyal and valued member of the Club and, together 

with his wife, Pat, did much to develop our junior membership.  

  



 

 

SPONSORS OF OUR CLUB 

 

 
 

Bendigo Community Bank has been very generous in supporting our club in the past and 

continues to offer to donate to our club if members of NBTC do business with them.  

 

Canterbury:  143 Maling Road, Canterbury Tel: 9836 9466 

Ashburton:  241 High Street, Ashburton  Tel: 9885 2666 

Surrey Hills:  107 Union Road, Surrey Hills Tel: 9890 7188 

Balwyn:  411 Whitehorse Road, Balwyn Tel: 9836 8029 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

                              

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  


