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THE COMMITTEE

The NBTC Committee of volunteers for the 2018/19 year consisted of:
President: Ross Davies
Vice President: Peter Moran
Secretary: Tony Barton
Treasurer: Shesh Murthy
Junior Organisers: Stuart Brown and Andrew Halford
Committee Members: Yana Barton, Don Jinnette, Rhonda McCaw, Sheryl 
Summons, Michael Zhao and Wen Zhou
Membership Secretary: Peter McCaw (this year, this role was carried out as 
a non-committee member)

The intention this year had been to hold Committee meetings monthly 
(excluding the AGM month of November, and the busy holiday months of 
December and January), and apart from a minor hiccup in June, we have 
held meeting in all other months.  As always, my thanks go to all Committee 
members for volunteering their time, effort and enthusiasm to each meet-
ing and to the various tasks that they carry out in helping to ensure that the 
club runs smoothly.

We continue to run seven Subcommittees to manage business and issues 
as they arise, covering the areas of child safety and protection, coaching, 
maintenance and capital projects, marketing, fundraising and website, so-
cial, club championships and disciplinary issues. These Subcommittees are 
the engine room for the work undertaken by the Committee – they carry out 
much of the pre-work necessary for good committee decision-making and 

President’s Report
Ross Davies
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they put the work of the Committee into action.  Thanks to all the Subcommit-
tee members and the conveners for their efforts over the year.

And special thanks to Peter McCaw who continues to carry out the role of 
Membership Secretary.  This is a time-consuming, and sometime difficult role, 
juggling membership renewals, new member applications, payments, man-
agement and distribution of our security access cards, etc.  The Committee is 
grateful for Peter’s efforts, and his attention to detail, over the course of the 
year.

MEMBERSHIP

Membership of the club remains strong, with 326 members (as at 7 Nov 2019), 
which holds our membership at the same levels as at this time last year.  While 
it is always the intention of the Committee to grow membership, just maintain-
ing membership numbers remains a challenging task, and I thank all members 
of the club for everything they may have done to encourage others to (re)join 
and be part of our club community.  

PROMOTING FEMALE MEMBERSHIP 

The Committee has adopted a recently announced initiative (by local councils 
and Access Health Services) called the ‘Inclusive Clubs Program’, and has iden-
tified that it would like to ‘include’ more women, and has therefore decided, 
for 2020, to focus on increasing the membership and participation of women 
at our club.  

Watch out in 2020 for subscription incentives, promotion of women’s compe-
tition and special on-court activities designed to attract women.
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FINANCE
Our financial position remains healthy with a cash reserve of $139,450 (at 31 
Aug 2019) after recording a $4,287 surplus from income and expenditure for 
FY2019. Although less compared to last year, this is still a good result because 
a surplus allows the Committee to build its cash reserve and implement more 
projects for the benefit of members!  Please note that our cash reserve includes 
a ‘sinking fund’ provision, now standing at $60,000 (which we aim to increase 
each year by $10,000) for the future renewal of court surfaces.  I would like to 
thank Shesh Murthy, in his first year as club treasurer, for the excellent job he 
has done in maintaining our accounts for the year, and to Theo Eversteyn, our 
auditor, for the job he does to keep us honest!

CAPITAL PROJECTS and MAINTENANCE
Having undertaken the expensive upgrade to our court lighting system in 2018, 
this year has been mostly about working hard to maintain our existing facilities, 
and to rebuild the club finances in preparation for our next major project – the 
replacement of the ageing and misshapen chain wire fences surrounding Courts 
3 - 8, and between Courts 6 & 7.  It is the intention of the Capital Projects Sub-
committee to get stuck into this project early in the New Year.

SENIOR COMPETITION

Midweek Ladies:
We have three teams in Midweek la-
dies competition: two Tuesday MEM-
RLTA teams, Sec. 2 and Sec. 9, and one 
in Thursday WDTA Section 1. This year 
saw the retirement of a MEMRLTA 
team that had been playing together 
for decades. Some of the players from 
this team have made the transition to 
the BDNTA Monday night ladies com-
petition. The Thursday WDTA team 
has also been playing together for 
many years and continue to achieve 
pleasing results. At the conclusion 
of the winter season in Sec. 2, they 
finished top of the Ladder but were 
defeated in the Grand Final. Never-
theless, they were promoted to Sec. 1 

for the current season where they hold 
4th place. From reports I receive, while 
they enjoy good results, these remain 
secondary to their enduring friendships 
and the fun they have on the court.

Saturday ERT   
We have 6 teams competing in the ERT 
competition this year; the current sea-
son started in October with Open Sets 
teams in Sections 2, 5, 7, and 8 – these 
teams are doing well with Sect. 7 and 
8 teams on top of their ladders.  We 
have 2 Open Singles-Doubles teams in 
Sections 3 and 6. We wish them all the 
best for the remainder of the season.  
The next ERT competition commences 
in April/May 2020.
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Thursday Metro Masters  
NBTC continues to be one of the biggest supporters of this competition.  Five 
teams represented the club in the Autumn 2019 season in Sections 2, 3, 4, 5 
and 6, and their efforts yielded two finalists (the Sect. 2 ‘Uno’ team and the 
Sect. 4 ‘Tigers’) and one premiership (the ‘Panthers’ in Sect. 6).  In the Spring 
2019 season just completed, four teams were in Sections 2, 3, 4 and 5. Section 
2 Numero Uno won their Grand Final (picture opposite). Section 3 Tigers were 
runners up. The next season commences in February 2020.

BDNTA Night Competition:  
Night tennis competition at NBTC runs over two seasons and we entered 12 
teams in both the Autumn and Spring seasons this year.  Four teams made the 
grand finals in the Autumn season (see report below).
With the club’s recent investment in  lights on Courts 5 & 6, there is now scope 
for more competition teams, social night play and evening coaching. The im-
proved LED lighting has also been appreciated by members. With the advan-
tage of always having two  courts per team per night, and no night fees when 
playing competition at NBTC, we hope to attract more teams to the BDNTA.

Metro Masters Section 2 winners North Balwyn Numero Uno with their 
shield and trophies. L to R  Donato D’Augello, Eli Cohen, Mark Bates, 

Barry Tempest, Kevin Gregory and Rob Mann.
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JUNIOR COMPETITION
Saturday and Sunday ERT: The winter 
ERT season was cold but that didn’t 
stop the kids heating up the court. Not 
only was the playing standard high, 
but we were also extremely proud 
of the level of sportsmanship shown 
throughout the season, and we con-
tinue to get positive feedback from 
our opposing teams – being a good 
sport is more important than winning.  
In terms of team performance, one of 
the best efforts was from a new team 
with Oscar, Jason, Siddhanth, Advaith 
& Adamya, coming from 4th position 
on the ladder to win the premiership!
We have seen some change from 
having a number of teams in singles/
doubles, to just one this season.  All 
others are now playing open rubbers 
(best of three set singles and a set of 
doubles) which is a far stronger com-
petition.  This is an excellent format 
and will help build the juniors for 
tournaments and higher-level senior 
competition.
Andrew and Stuart are very proud of 
all the juniors and the effort they put 
in – the priority is to ensure they are 
fair and that winning isn’t everything.

SOCIAL TENNIS
We continue to offer opportunities 
for members to participate in ‘organ-
ised’ social tennis.  Weekday sessions 
include Monday, Tuesday and Thurs-
day mornings.
A major social event in the week-
ly calendar is Monday afternoons.  
While this event probably started as 

a practice session for the Thursday 
Metro Masters competition, it is now 
an open social event, available to all 
club members and their visitors.  It 
is well attended, often attracting 20+ 
players, so come along.
Friday night ‘Twilight Fast 4’ social 
tennis is another opportunity to play 
socially and has been operating for 
a few years under a rotation system 
– four local clubs (North Balwyn, 
Canterbury, Deepdene, and Balwyn 
Park) each host the event once per 
month.  This event is attracting up to 
20 players each week (especially in 
the warmer months) and allows play-
ers of all standards (from participat-
ing clubs, their members, friends and 
local residents) to get together, have 
a hit, and enjoy a drink and a chat to 
finish the night.  This will continue 
to be supported by the club in 2020.  
Thanks to members who take turns to 
host this event.
Sunday social has again been a suc-
cess with 18 or more members en-
joying social play, even through the 
cold and damp Melbourne winter.  A 
special thanks to Shesh Murthy and 
Wen Zhou for their commitment to 
the running of this weekly event.  As 
always, players of all standards are 
welcome … so come and join in!

COACHING
I hope we all know that Tennis Matters 
(TM) is the club’s coaching providers, 
servicing the coaching needs of club 
members and members of the wider 
community for the past 16 years.  Led 
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by Andrew Halford and Stuart Brown, 
we currently have up to 4 coaches at 
any one time, helping players to im-
prove their game.  
For junior coaching there has been a 
recent shift from group and private 
lessons to squads.  Squads are great 
team training sessions and provide a 
more serious approach for those play-
ing competition or wanting to play 
competition. 
Coaching client recruitment (an im-
portant source of new business for 
the coaches, and an equally important 
source of new members for the club) 
comes via the TM website and word 
of mouth – NBTC coaching has an 
excellent reputation amongst clients 
and new clients often appear on the 
back of word-of mouth recommenda-
tions.  TM and the club are also very 
fortunate to have Balwyn High School 
nearby, with many students walking 
near the club – this is great exposure 
and an important source of new cli-
ents.  TM has been in flyer drops and 
newspaper articles, but report that 
these are not always a reliable way of 
gaining new clients. TM are current-
ly investigating other ways to attract 
new clients such as coaching signs, 
pop up banners and a new stepped 
coaching program aimed at 5-10 year 
olds using lower bouncing coloured 
balls and small pop up nets. 
 

Adult participation is on the rise with 
a handful of private and two-player 
private and group lessons running 
weekday mornings and evenings.  

Most of these players are women – 
a great result supporting the current 
NBTC focus on boosting the participa-
tion of women in sport.

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS
It is disappointing that due to insuf-
ficient entries, the Committee reluc-
tantly cancelled the 2019 NBTC Club 
Championships this year.  Several of 
the Honour Board events attracted 
only 1 or 2 entries and the Committee 
decided that running the Club Cham-
pionships with such a low number of 
participants would undermine the 
standing of these events.  The Sub-
committee is working to make the 
Club Championships in 2020 a more 
attractive event to club members.

CLUBHOUSE RENTALS
This year, the Committee formalised 
its policies and guidelines for renting 
out the clubhouse for functions, both 
for members and non-members.  We 
had three functions this year; each 
has been successful and they have 
helped to widen the exposure of our 
wonderful facilities.

CONCLUSION
I am pleased to report that the club 
continues in a sound financial posi-
tion, and with a strong membership 
base.  We should be thankful for the 
facilities that we have available to us.  
I hope you have had a great year, and 
I wish you all the best for 2020.

Ross Davies
President NBTC
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NBTC entered 12 teams in the 
Spring season of BDNTA. We had 
two teams not return after the 
Autumn season, the Scorpions, 
a team that had played for many 
years, and Takin, where some 
team members joined other night 
teams.

It was pleasing to have two new 
teams, a Monday ladies team, The 
Blitzers and The NBNs, a team of 
young members to play Monday 
Open.

Everyone has enjoyed the LED 
lights that are much brighter and 
reliable and with lights on courts 5 
& 6, more choice of courts. 

Seven out of the twelve teams 
made the finals with some very 
close semi-finals leading to five 
teams competing in the grand fi-
nals. Unfortunately Monday Ladies 
Section 4 : Ballwin nets (team pic-
tured opposite) lost their final by 
4 games including 3 tiebreakers. 
They were disappointed as this 
was the 3rd final in a row. Hope-
fully they can get another go at it 
next season. Section 6 Ladies Fun 
Seekers lost their grand final to Box 
Hill.

We had three teams bring home 
the Premiership flag, Monday 
Open section 3, NBNs, Tuesday 
Open section 6, Rattlers, (pictured 
opposite) and Thursday singles/
doubles, section 2, Flotsam (pic-
ture over page). Well done to all 
who competed and especially 
those who won their grand finals. 
All in all, a very successful season 
for NBTC.

Twelve teams have been entered 
for the Autumn 2020 season start-
ing Monday 3rd February.

Rhonda McCaw

Blackburn & District Night Tennis Competition  -  Spring 

Night Tennis Coordinator Rhonda 
McCaw
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Monday Ladies Section 4 Ballwin nets made it to the grand final for a 3rd 
season in a row. L to R: Lorna Sargeant, Adrienne Moulder, Trish Arthur, Helen 
Rayner, Rebecca Ravenhill, Julie Beasley, Kaylene Ravenhill. Not present are 

Robin Besley and Anne Sheary.

Tuesday night Section 6 Rattlers L to R Steve Booth, Jimmy Bui, Minh Bui, 
James Tylor, Terry Daniher, David Booth after winning their grand final 
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Over the 57 years of North Balwyn 
Tennis Club, Life Membership has 
been awarded to members in recog-
nition of their exceptional service and 
dedication to our club.  We currently 
have eight Life Members. This year 
the Annual General Meeting con-
ferred two Life Memberships. 

Graham Besley

Graham Besley has been a member of 
the Club for 40 years to 2019. Graham 
had been an active member through-
out this time and contributed his time 
and expertise in many ways to help 
the club develop and grow. Graham 
built up a thorough knowledge of 
every aspect of the tennis club oper-
ation. 

Graham joined the Club in 1979. He 

played Saturday afternoon competi-
tion for a few years but having a young 
family, joined the newly formed Black-
burn & District Night Tennis Competi-
tion. He played in this competition for 
over 30 years, for many years as the 
captain of the Tuesday night Cham-
pion Chokers. Graham served on the 
Committee in the 80s as Membership 
Secretary when the club had a mem-
bership of over 600. Recording mem-
bership renewals and keeping track of 
membership details in those days was 
challenging.

In 2010, with a $50,000 grant from 
SRV and club funds, four PolyClay 
courts were installed. Graham played 
an important role in overseeing the 
construction phase of this project.

He rejoined the Committee in 2012, 

Thursday night Singles/Doubles  Section 2 after their grand final win at 
Greythorn Park: L to R James Taylor, Yana Barton and Navdeep Man-
gal. Other team members were Marinos Drakopoulos and Brett Fuller

 

Annual General Meeting confers 
Life Memberships
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co-ordinating maintenance. Not long 
after, Boroondara Council accepted 
that our clubhouse needed replac-
ing and a long process of consulta-
tion and planning was managed by 
Graham, along with Ross Davies and 
Melanie Katopodis. Graham’s untir-
ing and thorough commitment to the 
project, requiring numerous meetings 
with Boroondara Council and consul-
tations with members, was essential 
to the final outcome, a clubhouse of 
which all members can be very proud 
and which serves its purpose so well. 
For over 12 months the club operated 
out of a container in the carpark. The 
new clubhouse was opened in Octo-
ber 2015. 

Graham accepted the role of Pres-
ident in 2016 and served for two 
years. One of his achievements during 
this time was to Chair the Child Safety 
Sub-Committee, which has developed 
the club’s Child Safe Policy, an impor-
tant initiative.  Graham, along with 
Ross Davies, was also instrumental 
in getting our LED court lighting pro-
ject completed in 2018, which has in-
creased our capacity for night compe-
tition, social play and coaching.

By awarding Graham with Honorary 
Life Membership we acknowledge 
his outstanding contribution to North 
Balwyn Tennis Club.

Rowena Sheung

Rowena joined NBTC in the ear-
ly 2000s and along with new lady 
members, formed a midweek ladies 
team in the MEMRLTA winter season, 
2003.. She is still competing in this 
competition, albeit with a different 
set of ladies. On many occasions, she 
served as captain, and is presently the 
co-ordinator for MEMRLTA at NBTC 
which involves submitting teams from 
NBTC, liasing with new teams, man-
aging fines and attending the AGM.  
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Rowena also played night tennis com-
petiton and is a regular at social ten-
nis days between seasons. 

If Rowena sees a job needing to be 
done, she volunteers. As a result, she 
has contributed in the management 
of the Annual Club Championships on 
at least four occasions, has managed 
Holiday Tournaments for Juniors and 
has been an active contributor to ca-
tering and running of numerous so-
cial events at the club. Her welcoming 
face has put many new members at 
ease. 

However, her most vauable contribu-
tion has been her time on the Com-
mittee as Treasurer. For nine years 
Rowena balanced the NBTC books, 
ensuring clear documentation, lead-
ing to a very healthy financial state 
for the club. Her attention to detail 
has made the Annual Auditing of the 
financial accounts of NBTC a very 
straight forward task. Despite hav-
ing a lot to learn when she accepted 
the position, with the support of her 
husband KK - also a previous treasur-
er - she became very professional and 
experienced. At the end of her time as 
treasurer she spent many hours help-
ing our new Treasurer, Shesh Murthy, 
become familiar with the duties of 
this taxing position. 

Other duties that Rowena willingly 
undertook were the sorting of used 
tennis balls for social play, the sale 
of old tennis balls and purchasing of 
kitchen and bathroom supplies for 
the club. She also coordinated the use 
of our courts by outside community 

groups, liasing with them and ensur-
ing courts were available. 

Rowena has enormous energy and by 
her actions over many years it can be 
seen how much she loves North Bal-
wyn Tennis Club.   She is a very worthy 
recipient of Honorary Life Member-
ship and a wonderful role model for 
all who believe in the value of volun-
teering.

KK Sheung accepts the award of Life 
Membership on behalf of Rowena 



North Balwyn Tennis Club 
Sportsperson of the Year Award

At our Annual General Meeting a presentation was made of Club Sport-
sperson of the Year Award. This inaugural awarding of the Sportsper-
son of the Year perpetual trophy went to junior member James Francis 
who plays Junior Sunday Rubbers:1. James thanked the coaches for the 
improvement in his tennis and his family for their support.
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SOCIAL TENNIS

Sunday Afternoon
Sunday afternoon Social Tennis (starts 4 pm in Summer, 2 pm in the 
Winter) has seen attendences of more than a dozen players. Shesh 
Murthy is our Committee member looking after the session.

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday Morning
Albert Au and Bruce Holloway continue to host these mornings.

Monday Afternoon
Attended by up to 24 players this is our strongest social tennis group. 
Eli Cohen has been the organisor. 

Twilight Tennis
Friday night Twilight social tennis is shared between 4 clubs in our area. 
If you are looking for more play and wish to meet players from other 
clubs, come along. The format of play is “fast 4” which means short 
sets and you get to play with more people on the night. Refer to our 
website for dates.

Child Protection

Our Child Protection contact is Sheryl Kerwick. 
If you have any concerns or allegations they 
must be reported to the Club’s Child Safety 
Person or one of the Club’s Head Coaches/Jun-
ior Conveners or to the Club President. Sheryl’s 
contact mobile phone number is: 0423 123 166. 


