Christmas Newsletter

December 2009
PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Dear members,
As 2009 approaches its end, this short column is to let you know about a few things happening
in our club, some of which are detailed elsewhere in this newsletter. Apart from the playing of
lots of tennis, the most important thing happening at the club right now is the process of
organising the new surfaces for four of our courts. At a cost of over $130,000 (including some
additional plumbing etc), this is perhaps the biggest initiative and financial transaction to occur
since the club was formed, and I want you to know that your club committee, and the subcommittee we formed to work on this, has very diligently and carefully considered a number of
options before coming to a decision. We have consulted formally and informally with members
and communicated with members as often as we could over the past year of our deliberations.
In the end, our unanimous decision was to install artificial court surfaces, Poly Clay, on courts 3
through 6. We are hoping to have this done in March 2010, although at this point it is still
subject to a couple of last hurdles of Council approval.
We have looked extensively into what other clubs have done, in order to learn about the
process, and have found a supplier who comes very well recommended, and who is very
experienced locally. We have checked out a number of different surfaces before choosing the
particular surface and supplier we settled on. We are particularly delighted to be able to pay for
this as a club, without needing to raise additional fees or funds from you, our members!
Another local club has financed its new court surfaces by charging all members a levy of $100
per year for the next four years.
We are hoping and expecting that with four newly surfaced courts, and our tank water
redirected to courts 1 and 2, that we are setting up NBTC for many successful years to come!
Most of us remember that last summer the courts dried out terribly in the heat, and with our
ongoing inability to use the sprinkler system due to government regulations, we concluded that
such court degradation and damage would be likely to continue if we didn’t act on this, just as
many other clubs already have.
There is still a lot of detailed work to do to implement our court resurfacing decision, and it does
of course mean that there will be some disruptions to tennis for a few weeks in 2010 during
the reconstruction. We will need some help during the next few months, and I invite any
member who can volunteer any time at all to assist us, to contact any member of our club
management committee.
Best wishes and happy tennis
Danny Samson
Presiden
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THE COMMITTEE 2008/2009
Danny Samson
Vacant
Vacant
Tony Barton
Peter Moran
Peter McCaw
Andrew Halford
Stuart Brown

President
Senior Vice-President
Junior Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Secretary
Junior Organiser (joint)
Junior Organiser (joint)

Rhonda McCaw
Sarma Cherukuri
Vicki Ibbott
Graham Besley

Committee Member & Night Tennis Co-ordinator
Committee Member
Committee Member
Committee Member & Maintenance Co-ordinator

We have three vacant committee positions
Andrew and Stuart are also our joint Head Coaches.

COURT RESURFACING REPORT
The introduction of water restrictions and the recent harsh summers have meant that the club
committee has to consider the long term future of having and maintaining en tout cas courts.
Under Stage 3a water restrictions the club is able to use all courts under the conditions that we
treat all the en tout cas courts with Magnesium Chloride (to reduce evaporation) and use only
2035 litres per day. This must be monitored and regular reports are sent to Yarra Valley Water.
Due to a successful submission to City of Boroondara NBTC received a $10,000 grant to install
water tanks and three 9000 litre tanks were installed in October 2008 and are plumbed to
courts 3 & 4. The club has entered into an arrangement with Yarra Valley Water to top up out
tanks with their excess water when they are working in the area.
Another grant submission was submitted in February 2009 to City of Boroondara for
consideration in the 2009/2010 Sport and Recreation Victoria grant allocation. City of
Boroondara agreed to support our submission for financial support for the resurfacing of two
courts, estimated to cost $60,380 (plus GST). We would like to thank Councillors, Nicholas
Tragas, Dick Menting, David Bloom and Bernadette Clayton and Balwyn High School for their
supporting letters.
We were successful and NBTC's contribution was to be $10,000 with SRV contributing $30,190
and Council $20,190.
Members' opinions on the club's response to the ongoing problems of court maintenance with
water restrictions was canvassed by email and by an open meeting on Sunday 19th April 2009
where the comments from the survey and those present were noted by the committee. The
overwhelming opinion was to plan to replace the courts over time with a surface that did not
require water. There was discussion on the two main synthetic surfaces that resemble en tout
cas, Classic Clay and Policlay.
With the news of the successful grant application, the committee decided to consider replacing
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four courts. This involved examining our financial situation with respect to the need for a loan
and any other sources of funds, the need to consider the expected rebuilding of courts 5 & 6
anyway in the foreseeable future and the costs of redirecting the plumbing from the water
tanks from courts 3 & 4 to courts 1 & 2. Replacement of the water pipes serving the courts was
also to be considered due to their age and recent costly repairs.
Two new quotes were sought for a variety of surfaces and members of the committee
inspected several clubs which had recently resurfaced their courts and sought to get feedback
on their satisfaction or otherwise of their performance.
The committee, after much discussion and research has decided:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

To accept the quote from Grassports to resurface courts 3-6 with Policlay XL at a cost of
$128,830 (plus GST).
To apply to City of Boroondara to be loan guarantor for a loan of $20,000.
To propose to City of Boroondara that they be the contractor with Grassports in order to
avoid the added cost of GST for the project.
To transfer our accounts to Bendigo Bank. This bank supports local community activities
with sponsorships and has dealt with City of Boroondara previously.
To apply to Bendigo bank for sponsorship. If successful, this will obligate the club to
promote the Bendigo Bank in a variety of ways.

At the time of printing of this newsletter we have been encouraged by Bendigo Bank that our
request for sposorship for $10,000 shall be looked on favourably. We hope to hear if we are
successful by the AGM, 13th December.
6.
7.

To replace the exisiting water pipes servicing courts 3-8.
To redirect the water pipes from the water tanks to service courts 1 & 2.

The City of Boroondara has been very supportive and the submission to Council to be loan
guarantor and for Council to be the contractor will be put to a Council meeting in late
December 2009.
The works are scheduled to commence on Monday 15th March 2010 and should be completed
by the end of the 1st term school holidays, 4 weeks later. This time has been chosen to cause the
least disruption to competition and social tennis at the club.
The committee believes that the club can service the loan without imposing a levy on members
and believes it can be repaid in a few years, assuming our membership numbers stay steady
and other maintenance commitments remain as predicted. Savings should be made in reduced
court maintenance and reduced water consumption.
The committee does however request that in April 2010, when membership fees are
due, members respond promptly to enable the club to have access to funds needed for
the general running of the club.

***************
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MAINTENANCE REPORT
The following is a summary of recent repair work and some planned improvement activities.
Water leaks around the meter area on court 7 have been repaired. Further modifications to the
water supply system will be made as part of installation of the 4 new courts. This should
eliminate some of the old piping issues.
Court 1 repairs, due to tree root problems, have finally returned the surface to good condition.
It was disappointing to all that it took longer than expected.
Pump for the water tanks has been repaired after it was damaged when allowed to run dry.
Options to modify the pump so it cannot be run when dry are being investigated. In the
meantime the pump will be isolated when the tank reaches a low level.
Gap at north end of Courts 1 & 2. The Boroondara Council have requested that we strengthen
the grating that is above the gap. They feel that the grate could collapse. A number of
alternatives are being costed. In the meantime we request that members keep the access gate
to this area closed and minimise access until improvements can be completed.
Magnesium Chloride will again be applied to courts 1, 2, 7 & 8 in January. This will assist in our
water usage reduction strategy.
An external blind will be installed on the outside of the kitchen window to reduce heat buildup
on hot days. We hope to have this installed over the next few weeks.
The Gents shower, quotes are being sought for a minor upgrade of the shower recess area. We
would hope to have this work completed early in the new year.
Lighting on courts 1 & 2 are slightly lower in brightness, as measured by some recent Lux
readings, Once we understand the final cost exposure for the 4 new courts, we can budget to
replace some of the lights, hopefully in the first quarter of next year.
Graham Besley
Maintenance Co-ordinator
***************
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, CHRISTMAS DINNER AND
FINALS OF THE CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS
Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of North Balwyn Tennis Club will be held at the club at 5pm on
Sunday 13th December. Please make an effort to attend. We are desperate for new committee
members, especially women and someone representing the younger members. The
formal notice has been emailed or posted to you. Please put this date in your diary.
Club Championships
A limited club championships was scheduled for November 22nd with finals to be played on
December 13th. Due to rain on 22nd November they will be continued on 6th December instead
and the remainder played on 13th December.
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Christmas Party
We will be having presentation of club championship trophies and dinner afterwards with
chicken, salads and dessert for $15 (adults) and $12 (under 13) BYO drinks. Please RSVP by
putting your names on the list on the noticeboard in the clubhouse or RSVP to our email
address northbalwyntc@yahoo.com.au by Wednesday 9th December. We need to know
numbers for ordering the food but you can pay on the night. Come along in the afternoon to
support your club's finest players.
North Balwyn Tennis Club Golf Day
This event was organised by Stuart Brown and held on Sunday 29th November 2009 at Freeway
Golf from 1:00pm onwards. The competition was be a 2 ball ambrose and there were prizes for
2 longest drives and 2 nearest the pins. After the golf was finished there was a BBQ, salalds and
drinks back at the club. The cost was $50 per person. The golfers had to deal with wind and
rain, with the last three groups experiencing a deluge! Well done for finishing. There were 19
players and 24 for dinner. Our thanks and gratitude go to Stuart for organising the event and to
Nia and his Mum and Dad, Liz and Gordon for cooking the delicious sausages and chicken
hamburgers and for making up the salads. A great day was had by all.
The winners were:
Best nett:
John Hatcher and Michael Hase (63.75 nett)
Longest drives:
Cam and Michael Hase
Nearest the pins:
Stephen West and Robyn Judd
Stuart Brown
***************
BUSHFIRE FUNDRAISER for WANDONG TENNIS CLUB
Thank you to NBTC Members!!
The Fundraiser Social Day held on Sunday 19th July was held to raise money for Wandong
Tennis Club whose clubhouse was burnt down on 7th February. It was a great success. Over 50
people turned up and had a wonderful time. We had all courts in action and it was great to see
so much activity for a Sunday afternoon. A dozen members from the Wandong Tennis Club
joined us for the afternoon.
The Committee would like to acknowledge the fantastic community spirit shown
by all those who both attended, who donated money and who bought tickets in
the raffle. We had 22 prizes, so it was fun to be in the draw.
The afternoon raised $1,360, which was presented to the Wandong Club. They
were very appreciative and will use the money to refurbish their clubhouse
once it is rebuilt.
Inspired by our event, some members from East Ivanhoe Tennis Club who
attended arranged for their Club to also make a significant donation.
We acknowledge the support of a number of local traders that donated prizes
for the raffle. A list of the supporters is on the Social Notice board in
the clubhouse and listed below. Also a special thank you to Sheryl Kerwick for her donation of a
tennis racquet to the raffle.
Once again thanks for your support and commitment to your tennis community.
We hope to see continued good attendance at future social Sunday events.
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Fundraiser Organising Committee:
Stuart Brown
John Barlow
David McGrail
Brett Archer
Bill Somerville.
Graham Besley

BBQ cooks

The Wandong Tennis Club Representatives

Peter McCaw (NBTC) presenting the cheque

Tennis in action

A Significant donation was also made by the East Ivanhoe Tennis Club
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Sponsors for Wandong TC Fundraiser Raffle
Tennis Matters 2 Us, Ashakki Hair, Ray's Bicycle Centre, Bakers Delight,
Serve & Volley, Sheryl Kerwick (Club Member), Fletchers Real Estate,
Amcal Guardian Pharmacy, Marlene J Boutique, Monsieur Dupont, Robin Besley,
Savouring Italy Delicatessen, Lemon Grass Chicken, Wine Society,
Budget Dry Cleaners, Rendinas Butchery, Kandis Balwyn Heights Fruit Supply,
Davis Pharmany, Lemon Grass Chicken, Safeway Balwyn, Lyn Berry "Stitched Up".

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Membership continues to be reasonably strong but we can always do with new members. If
you have any friends who might be interested then suggest they give me a ring.
Anyone receiving this newsletter who has not renewed their membership for 2009/10 but is
playing competition for the Club or making use of the facilities on a social or casual basis
MUST renew immediately. If you have any queries please contact me.
The club will be having another membership promotion this coming January. This was very
successful earlier this year and we hope to repeat that success next year.

Peter McCaw, Membership Secretary
9817 2940

JUNIOR COMPETITION REPORT
We are currently half way through the junior competition season, North Balwyn Tennis Club
has 17 junior teams participating over Saturday and Sunday mornings making us one of the
biggest clubs playing in the Eastern Region Tennis Association.
Out of the 17 teams, we have 13 playing on Saturday mornings and 4 on Sundays. There are 5
girls teams and 12 boys teams that make up the 17 junior teams. We would like to see a few
more of the girls participating and confident that we can get the numbers up for next season.
We would like to wish all the teams the best for the 2nd half of the season and hopefully we will
get some more flags up in the clubhouse!
Have a great Christmas & Happy New Year!
TENNIS MATTERS
Andrew Halford (TCAV Advanced Coach, B.App.Sci. in Human Movement) Ph. 0412 021 911
Stuart Brown (TCAV Advanced Coach) Ph. 0412 966 336.

7

COACHING REPORT
As the end of the 09’ coaching year approaches and the weather improves, our coaching
numbers are on the rise, both in group and private tuition classes. Offering the same diverse
learning opportunities as we usually do, there is plenty of opportunity for players to learn from
one of our coaches in their preferred class type.
Our girls’ squad is now undertaking physical condition work headed by Stuart each Friday
night. The girls are finding it quite a challenge as Stuart is a hard taskmaster! I am sure the girls,
Nikki, Esther, Jess and Millie would agree. Millie somehow got out of last week’s fitness!
From all the coaches at Tennis Matters we wish everyone a happy and safe Christmas and look
forward to charging up term 1 next year shortly after the buzz of the Australian Open in 2010.

TENNIS MATTERS
Andrew Halford (TCAV Advanced Coach, B.App.Sci. in Human Movement) Ph. 0412 021 911
Stuart Brown (TCAV Advanced Coach) Ph. 0412 966 336.
MID-WEEK COMPETITION REPORTS
Tuesday M.E.M.R.L.T.A. Competition
Section A4
The team does not expect to make the finals. Our number one, Serena Hayes is still out of
action with an injured shoulder and we hope for her to return to the team in the new year. New
to the team this season are Kaye Clarke and Diana Lamb.
Rowena Sheung, Captain
Section B1
Last season, Autumn 2009 the team won the flag in Section B1. This season the team is
remarkably fit and well and is 2nd on the ladder with only a few close losses. It would be
wonderful to repeat last season's result and win the flag a again.
Caroline Bragg (Captain)

Wednesday E.D.W.T.A. Competition
Section 5
The team has six members and has been doing a little better than last season.
Philippa Wardrop, Captain
Thursday W.D.T.A Competition
Section 2
The team finished top of the ladder and have made it to the grand-final. With the addition of
Susan McLaughlin and Sheryl Kerwick to the team for next season we feel confident enough to
have another go at Section 1 in the new year.
Judy Davies (Captain)
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Thursday Veterans’ Tennis Report (Autumn 2009 Season)
For the first time for many years we were only able to field 3 teams and to make matters worse
the team we nominated for Section 2 was down-graded to Section 3 with our second team.
Section 3
Team No 1
This consisted originally of Garry Basinski (Capt), Elle Cohen, Stephen Clarke, George Matthews
and John Zannoni. Unfortunately Elle Cohen did not play a match for the North Balwyn Tennis
Club, George Matthews obtained full time employment half way through the season and did not
play for the second half, Stephen Clarke missed the usual few weeks and the team struggled to
finish third on the ladder and were defeated in the first semi-final by our other Section 3 team.
Section 3
Team No 2
This team consisted of Peter Moran (Capt), Theo Eversteyn, Jim Di Stefanis, Kevin Gregory and
Graham Watt. Peter Stavros obligingly filled in as an emergency on several occasions. They
finished 4th on the ladder and defeated our other North Balwyn Section 3 team in the 1st semifinal and in the preliminary final were one set up and 4/5 in the 2nd set when rain stopped
play. The match is yet to be finished as at the time of writing.
Section 4
Last season our bottom team finished on top of the ladder in Section 5 only to lose the Grand
Final by 2 games. This season the team initially consisted of Peter Purcell (Capt), Peter Bahen,
Preston Berryman, Ian Polmear, Tony MacCormack, and Tom Yamazaki. We had a horrible
season with our best player in Preston vanishing to America mid-season, Peter Bahen,
requiring hospital treatment, and with Ian Polmear, Tony MacCormack and Peter Purcell
having various weeks away for various reasons we required a total of 10 players to field a team
every week. The end result was one win for the season and a last on the ladder finish. Not good.

New Players Required (Again)
The Club has to recruit new players as age is taking its toll on the former youth of the Club. We
are always on the look-out for new players for our Thursday Veteran’s competition so yet again
the plea goes out that if you are at least 50 years of age and would like to participate in a very
popular Veterans’ tennis group on a Thursday afternoon please ring Peter Purcell (9857-6286),
or Bob Giddings (9857-7292) to assess the situation. The Autumn 2010 season commences
early February 2010 and ends late June 2010.

Peter Purcell, Thursday Veteran's Convenor

MIDWEEK SOCIAL TENNIS REPORT
Attendance at midweek social sessions has been maintained during the past six months and on
average three courts are used most Tuesdays and Thursdays. We have been washed out more
often during this period than in previous years although still not frequently enough to be a
regular feature. Perhaps there has been climate change in North Balwyn. Certainly the
arrangements between Yarra Valley Water and the Club, together with the rain water tanks,
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have meant that water restrictions no longer limit our playing time. Midweek social players are
grateful to the Committee for their management of this and other aspects of the Club facilities.
The outcomes have benefited all members. Having Graham Besley looking after maintenance
issues is also a great advantage.
We have attracted new members, and existing members have returned from absences due to
injury. Now that the summer season is coming, we welcome competition players, both male
and female, who are free on Tuesdays and Thursdays, to join us.
Bruce Holloway
There is social tennis on Monday mornings as well, to which all members are welcome.
(Editor)
***************
NIGHT TENNIS COMPETITON
Night tennis competition CHEAPER for members!

The Blackburn & District Night Tennis competition requires teams to pay $6 per night to cover
cost of tennis balls and lighting at the home club. The North Balwyn Tennis Club committee
some time ago considered this to be an unfair cost at NBTC as the cost of tennis balls for
competition is included in your annual subscription. The $6 fee was reduced to $3 for NBTC
members for home matches.
The committee has now decided to waive this $3 as well and starting next season, February
2010 there will be no charge for home matches for NBTC members. Captains should still collect
the $6 per member of the opposition team and post the money ($24) (in the labelled envelope)
as usual in the night tennis money box. The committee considers this more equatable and
hopes this will encourage more members to play night tennis.
Monday Ladies:
Section 3
The Ballwin.nets ended up 5th on the ladder and will again play Section 3.
Tuesday Open:
Section 9
The Never Was came 2nd and have made it to the grand-final. Good luck! Unfortunately, after 15
years this team will not enter next season. The three remaining members of the team will join
the Yackers.
The team narrowly missed out on winning the final by one game!
Section 13
The Champion Chokers came 6th this season, and with a couple of new young players next
season, hope to improve their position.
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Section 13
The Yackers have had a successful season, finishing on top of the ladder. They also have made
the grand-final. Good luck! We have asked for Section 11 next season.
The team won 5 sets to one so congratulations. The team consisted of Alex Barton, Paul
Iacopino, Kevin Walsh and Joseph Iacopino. The photo also includes Joe Iacopino, the
Captain.

Wednesday Open:
Section 5
The Barracoutas came 6th and have Andrew Phillips and Colin Cheong returning to the team
next season.
Section 7
The Coodabeens struggled in this section. Damien and Judy Power will be overseas next year
but the team will have some new players and will try Section 9 next year.
Thursday Open:
Section 1
The Scorpions had a very successful season and finished 2nd. Unfortunately their finals chances
were dashed when, with problems with availability they played an ineligible player in the semifinal and were disqualified. They will play in Section 1 again next season.
With four courts under lights and four midweek nights to choose from, the club would be
delighted to have more teams competing.
Anyone interested in joining the Night Tennis Competition please contact:
Rhonda McCaw, Night Tennis Co-ordinator 9817 2940
***************
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WEEKEND SENIOR COMPETITION: ERT
The 2009/10 summer competition is at its half way mark. We have 5 teams competing, 2 teams
of youngsters in the singles/doubles format and 3 teams in the open sets format. Both the
singles/doubles teams are currently in the four with the SD1 team running second. Sadly, all 3
open sets teams appear overgraded and are well out of contention for a finals spot. Hopefully
the new year will see an improvement in fortune.
Peter McCaw, ERT senior coordinator
***************

SUNDAY SOCIAL TENNIS
This year we have been promoting Sunday social tennis. There is a small but regular group of
players attending and they would love to have some more to make it even more enjoyable.
Judith Rivers co-ordinates the day and you can call her on 9384 0404 if you want any more
information.

***************

VICTORIAN PENNANT REPORT 2009
Yet another pennant year has passed! Our grades competing this year, Men’s 2, 4 and 12 all
unfortunately missed out on the finals. Next year we hope to be more competitive.
The grade 12 team comprises mainly juniors and has gained valuable experience from its first
year of pennant . Another young team will test their skills when they join the competition for
the first time next year. This enthusiasm from the club's best juniors is great for the club and a
healthy sign that the transition of players from juniors to senior play, both in pennant and night
competition is taking hold.
Andrew Halford - Pennant Secretary
**************
SOCIAL NEWS
Weddings
Sheryl Kerwick, a long time member and past Ladies' club champion, and Tim Summons were
married on 17th October.
Stuart Brown, Coach and Junior Organiser will marry Nia Linosporis on 19th December, with
the reception to be held at the Immerse Winery, Yarra Valley.
Births
Andrew Phillips who plays Saturday afternoon ERT and night tennis has just become a father to
Liam.
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FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITY

Our Club has a fundraising opportunity that can benefit you at the same time.
Environmental Energy is offering a $20 donation to the Club for every free home
assessment registered through them. Warren Davey, their accredited assessor, is
known to the Committee of North Box Hill Tennis Club and you can have complete
confidence in allowing him into your home. This offer is not restricted to members; it
includes neighbours and friends.
The free assessments are done via a new Australian Government initiative to help
Australians tackle climate change, known as the Green Loans Program.
The Green Loans Program assists Australian families to install solar, water saving, and
energy efficient products.
Through the Green Loans Program, householders are able to access a free,
comprehensive Home Sustainability Assessment to reduce their energy and water
bills, increase the comfort of their home and help reduce damaging carbon pollution.
This independent assessment by a qualified expert assessor will provide advice from
the smallest behaviour change to major investments such as a solar hot water system
or photovoltaic panels.
What will you get?
From this assessment, householders get a tailored, expert report listing the most
effective changes for their home, without any requirement to act on any
recommendations made.
What is involved?
The assessment involves the physical inspection of major energy and water systems
relating to thermal comfort, water heating, lighting, refrigeration, cooking,
entertainment, water efficiency and outdoor consumption, and waste management.
The data is entered into a sophisticated assessment software tool to allow
environmental impact calculations.
You can help your Club substantially by registering through Environmental Energy at
your earliest convenience via email info@environmentalenegy.com.au or phoning
1300 889 897.
Yours sincerely,
Danny Samson, President NBTC
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GETTING THE CLUB NEWS
As we only have the Club newsletter sent out twice a year, we need other ways to keep our
members informed of club events and key decisions made by the committee. There are a
number of ways this is done. Firstly, the monthly committee minutes are posted on the Social
noticeboard. Secondly, regular emails are sent out to those members who have registered their
emails with us and thirdly, these emails are copied and displayed on the general noticeboard
and the fridge in the kitchen. We encourage all members to be on the email address list. It is
the most effective and quickest way for us to communicate club matters to you. If you wish to
be added to the address list, send your email address along with your name, to
northbalwyntc@yahoo.com.au.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The NBTC committee would like to thank all those who contributed articles for the newsletter.
Editor: Rhonda McCaw
Do you know someone who might be interested in joining our club?
Why not pass on this newsletter after you have read it, or direct them to our website:
Our website address is: http://home.vicnet.net.au/~nbtc/

MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES
PETER McCAW
98172940
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