
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Another year has passed with many wonderful days of tennis 

and friendships formed. Congratulations to all players for 

playing with good spirits and sportsmanship. The clubhouse 

and court facilities are serving us well. Thanks must go to 

members for looking after the wonderful facility so well.   

 

A special thanks is also due to all committee members for 

their enthusiasm and their positive ideas for improving the 

operation of the Club. We ran a number of subcommittees to 

manage ongoing business, including areas of child safety, 

coaching, buildings and grounds, fund raising, club 

championships and disciplinary issues. The Committee is 

committed to continually upgrading our court facilities and 

surrounds. We have completed a new sprinkler system on the 

four en tout cas courts. This will allow better watering and 

hence surface protection during the hot summer months. 

 

Our financial position remains sound with cash reserves 

increasing over the year from $124,740 to a current balance 

of $147,878. This amount includes a ‘sinking fund’ provision 

of $40,000 for future renewal of court surfaces. We thank our 

auditor, Theo Eversteyn, for his support.  

 

As we want to implement some major improvement projects 

over the next two years, the Committee has decided to 

increase fees by $10 for adults and $20 for families. This is

WHAT’S NEW 
 

 
NEW DEFIBRILLATOR 

The club now has a Philips 

Heartstart Defibrillator. It is on 

the wall to the right of the 

refrigerators. It's considered 

to be foolproof as it provides 

verbal instructions while it is 

used. The kit also includes 

DVD and printed instructions. 

See page 11 for more info. 

 

 

NEW CLUB PRESIDENT 

Our president of the last two 

years, Graham Besley, has 

decided to take a step back 

from his role and will remain 

on the committee as vice 

president. At the recent AGM 

held on December 3, Ross 

Davies was unanimously 

elected as our new president. 

We look forward to Ross 

leading us into the new year.  

 

 



 

 

the first increase in 4 years for these membership categories. The project we have currently 

been working on is applying to Council for a planning permit to add LED lights on courts 5 

and 6. This process has been complex and taken some time, however we have been advised 

that a ‘Notice of Decision to Approve’ has been issued. This project will meet the growing 

demand for night tennis for both social and competition levels.  This project is expected to 

cost approximately $45,000 and will be implemented in the first half of 2018.  We have been 

actively seeking grant opportunities to help minimise the cost to members. So far this has 

been unsuccessful. 

 

Due to the continued high maintenance and power costs of the existing 24 court lights, the 

Committee is also planning to replace the metal halide lights with LED units, giving annual 

savings of around $5,000 (project cost estimate is $30,000 if completed in conjunction with 

the above court lighting project. If done later, would be closer to $40,000). Much of the court 

fencing is in poor condition and will also need replacement over the next few years (project 

estimate is $40,000). 

 

In other news, since January 2017, the legislated Victorian Child Safety Standards became 

mandatory for Clubs and Associations. A subcommittee has been working through the 

requirements to meet the 7 safety standards. The Club has issued a Policy statement of 

commitment to child safety, a Code of Conduct that establishes clear expectations on 

behaviour of our Members in relation to children and has appointed a Child Safety Person 

to whom any concerns can be raised. The committee thanks Sheryl Kerwick for taking on 

this new responsibility. Please refer to the special notice board for details on this important 

aspect of the Club’s operation. Requirements for transporting children to and from tennis 

have also been issued.  All Coaching staff and most Committee members have obtained 

“working with children” checks. 

 

At this year’s AGM the Committee recommended that members adopt a revised 

Constitution, based on the following reasoning: 1) The Associations Incorporation Reform Act 

2012 established Model Rules which take precedence for an Incorporated Association in at 

least 23 areas of operation; 2) The Club’s existing “old style” constitution has not been 

updated since 2003; 3) By adopting a form of the Model Rules, we will have a constitution 

that can be followed for all procedures without the need to check for variation from the 

Model Rules. It’s clearly time for a change.; and 4) The change also gives the Club an 

opportunity to take a more flexible approach to categories of membership, allowing us to 

simplify forms for new members and to make it easier for the Club to offer other categories 

of membership in the future if needed.  

 

Overall, the committee believes the Club is in a sound financial position with a strong 

membership base. We have an excellent clubhouse and clear plans for continued 

improvements to our court facilities. An emphasis on growing Junior ranks will be a priority 

over the next year. We have a good community spirit within the Club and will continue our 

efforts to develop a basis for friendships to grow. 

 

 

Graham Besley, President from 2015 until December 2017 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 

Club membership is approximately 6% down compared with this time last year, with 344 

fully paid up members, over all categories, at present. The drop is disappointing, but we are 

still doing very well compared to many other tennis clubs. This drop is largely due to a fall 

in junior and student categories, which may be due to the demographics of our local area.  

 

On a very positive note, our Monday afternoon social group is attracting a very strong cohort 

of high quality older players, and I suggest that we are the envy of many clubs in the region 

with the strength of this social group. Night tennis competition, organised social and casual 

tennis continue to attract new members to the Club. 

 

We welcome all new members who have joined in recent months and hope they have a long 

and enjoyable association with the Club. 

 

The security system, with its electronic access cards, continues to operate smoothly. 

However, I would like to take the opportunity to remind all members to take particular care 

when leaving the Club in order to ensure that the four side doors are locked and that the 

electronic locks on both the main door and the front gate operate. This is particularly 

important when no other members are present in the Clubhouse, even though there may 

be members using the courts. Furthermore, please remember that the front gate should 

generally be kept locked, so that an access card is needed to gain entry to the premises, 

even when other members are present. Exceptions are during coaching and when visitors 

are arriving at the Club for competition play. Even then, the gate should be re-locked when 

all opposition players have arrived. 

 

Peter McCaw, Membership Secretary 
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TENNIS MATTERS COACHING REPORT 
 

This year at Tennis Matters we have had a slight shift in lesson type demand. We have 

dropped a squad session and the demand for private coaching of juniors and adults has 

increased. Private players are eager to improve as quickly as possible. Many of these players 

have also joined the club to combine lessons with valuable practice. Our group lesson and 

peeWee numbers have remained steady. Towards the end of this year we are filtering in 

more enrolments as the weather improves and we expect a surge of keen players wanting 

to improve their skills around the buzz of the Australian Open. 

 

We thank our assistants for their efforts in helping create an enjoyable coaching 

environment for all of our players.  

 

If you feel you need part of your game assessed to improve your social or competition 

standard please contact one of us. 

 

We all look forward to catching up with everyone early next year! 

 

Andrew Halford 

Stuart Brown 

www.tennismatters.com.au 

 

 

COMPETITION REPORTS 

 
 

JUNIOR TENNIS
 

ERT winter was another good season for the kids at NBTC. We managed to walk away with 

a couple of premierships and a few runners up. Most teams finished in the top 4 too which 

is a great effort. We encourage the kids that, yes winning is great, but make sure you enjoy 

yourself out on the court. All the kids at NBTC have a great attitude and are always fair. We 

have a very good reputation and it’s fantastic this continues season to season. 

 

We are half way through the summer season and teams are doing well. Although we did 

have a first which was ERT calling off every junior and senior match for one entire weekend 

due to potential bad weather…in all the years I’ve played I’ve never come across this before... 

 

We are proud of all the kids that play, but I think a special mention to the Hatzipavlis twins 

is in order. They won their premiership...again. They have been graded too low for a couple 

of seasons, but don’t complain and say it’s too easy. They just go about their business and 

enjoy being on court. This season they’ve been bumped up 4 sections and are getting some 

better tennis. 

 

I hope you all have a merry Xmas and new year. 

 

Stuart Brown 

http://www.tennismatters.com.au/
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MID-WEEK LADIES

MEMRLTA Tuesday Section 3 

Our team consists of Mel 

Katopodis, Rhonda McCaw, 

Sarah Shan, Penny Graham, 

Chris Turnbull, Yana Barton and 

Rowena Sheung. This is our 

second season in Section 3. 

While last season we finished 

6th on the ladder, in our present 

season we are 3rd on the ladder 

and will hopefully make the 

finals and bring back another 

flag for the club. A big thanks to 

Anke Meinert who played 

emergency for us. 

 

Rowena Sheung 

 

MEMRTLA Tuesday Section 9 

This has been a very funny 

season so far with our globe 

trotters/flu victim. School 

holidays, Cup Day, byes and very 

hot   weather have all combined 

to make a regular roster 

impossible. However, we have 

all managed to play, though 

irregularly, and usually with very 

red faces. With the valued 

assistance of Gek Chew we 

managed to top the ladder after.  

WDTA Thursday A Reserve 1 

Warmest Congratulations are due to the Thursday team 

who capped off a very successful season by taking home 

the premiers flag.  

 

The team finished 1st on the ladder (losing only 1 match 

in 15 rounds) and won the preliminary final in very trying 

hot weather conditions. In very pleasant conditions 

against Croydon in the Grand Final, the North Balwyn 

team secured victory without losing a set! Such a great 

effort from the team and all our wonderfully dedicated 

supporters. The team of Sheryl Kerwick, Judy Davies, 

Carol Thompson, Susan McLaughlin, Yana Barton, 

Yvonne Pettigrew, Jane Cash, and Eva Bettiol, can be 

very proud of their fantastic achievement this season.  

 

Our thanks are due in no small part to Yana who helped 

us out as an emergency during the season, and due to 

injury, illness and holidays of some of our regular team 

members, played with us for most of the second half of 

the season. She is a very welcome addition to the team. 
 

Carol Thompson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, team, for your help  
 

Carole Snowsill 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From left: Carol, Jane, Yana, Judy, Eva, and Sheryl 

From left: Judy, 

Jane, Susan, Eva, 

Carol, Yvonne, 

and Sheryl 
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THURSDAY VETERANS 

 

Finals were held on Thurs 23rd Nov at North Ringwood TC. The normal grand final day was upset 

by the hot weather – 34C as predicted –  as matches do not have to be played if the temperature 

exceeds 32C. 
 

Our Section 1 team struggled 

through the season with some 

injuries and a very strong 

competition, finishing 5th out of 6 

teams, with 3 wins in total. Their 

key players were Eli Cohen, 

Michael Byrne, Howard Bond, Ian 

Watson, Frank Kraps, and John 

Mansour. 
 

Our Section 2 team finished 2nd 

at the end of the season, with 10 

wins and 3 losses. Despite losing 

their semi-final, they won their 

preliminary final, enabling them a 

second chance to beat Macleod. 

Unfortunately, they were still 

unable to defeat them, but did 

manage to make it through the 

heat. The players in the final were 

Rob Mann, Danny Tamburrini, 

Mario Basso and John Nemaric  

The Section 3 Nth Balwyn Lions finished the season in 

2nd place, only losing to the premier team twice. They 

lost the grand final because an alternative time to play 

was not able to be agreed upon with Donvale Dodgers, 

thus resulting in a win awarded to the higher placed 

team. Their key players were Steve Clarke, Don Wilde, 

Roger Taylor, Albert Au, Ross Davies, and John Zannoni. 
 

The Nth Balwyn Tigers was also in Section 3, and 

finished in 5th place with 4 wins. Their key players were 

Theo Eversteyn, Garry Basinski, Jim de Stephanis, John 

Coulson, and Peter Nitsos. 
 

The Section 5 North Balwyn Jaguars finished on top of 

the ladder, losing only 1 match during the season. They 

defeated the Donvale Dabblers in the semi-finals, but 

lost a close match to St Johns Crops in the grand final, 

which was played on the Thurs morning from 10am due 

to the heat. The team’s key players were Don Jinnette, 

Brian Greaves, Tony Gallichio, Peter Moran, and Tony 

Barton 
 

Peter Moran 

 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON ERT 
 

We finished the 2017 winter season with 2 teams, OS4 and OS7, 6th on the ladder. Our SD3 

team finished 1st, but were disappointingly beaten in their semi-final. Nevertheless, it was a 

great season for this young team and a just reward for persistence after a number of seasons. 

The shining light was our OS3 team of Garry Basinski, Frank Crombie, Donato D'Augello, 

Peter Howe, Jeff Magrath, and John Zannoni, who were pipped for top spot, went on to win 

their semi-final easily, and then the grand-final in a closely fought match. Members of the 

winning team were Frank, Donato, Jeff and John, although it was a team effort which got 

them there. This was the 2nd premiership in a row for this talented group. 
 

With the 2017/18 summer season nearing the halfway mark, all our teams are doing well. 

OS3 are on top and looking for a 3rd win. OS6 are 2nd on the ladder, OS10 top, while our two 

Singles/Doubles teams of younger players, SD3 and SD7, are both 5th and knocking on the 

door of the top 4. 
 

Please note that the entry sheet for the 2018 winter season will be posted on the noticeboard 

in late January for entries to be submitted in early March. We are always looking for new 

players. If you might be interested, please feel free to ring me on 9817 2940. 
 

Peter McCaw, ERT Senior Convenor
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BDNTA NIGHT TENNIS 
  

NBTC had 13 teams entered in the Spring 

2017 season of BDNTA, over 4 midweek 

nights. 

 

We had 1 Monday night ladies team, 10 

open teams and 2 singles/doubles teams. 9 

of the 13 teams made the finals, which is a 

great result. 7 teams won their semi-finals 

matches and 3 teams won their grand-final 

matches, becoming Premiers in their 

sections.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Slammers in Tuesday Section 6 were 

new to NBTC this season and finished 2nd 

on the ladder at the end of the season. They 

won their match 4 sets to 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Slammers, from left: Tim Snowball, Mike Wardlaw, 

Brett Turnley, Russell Downie and Russell Laidlaw. Absent: 

Ross Davies. 

The Champion Chokers were dominant in 

Tuesday Section 12 all season and won 

their match 4 sets to 2. They may need to 

change their name as they obviously did 

not choke! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Champion Chokers, from left: Marinos Drakopoulos, Tony 

Barton, Don Jinnette, Lucas Hunter, and John Coulson.  

 

The 3rd winning team, Ad Ins, in Thursday 

Section 6, have had continuing success on 

Thursday night and were top of the ladder 

at the end of the season. They won 4 sets 

to 2 as well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Ad Ins, from left: Angelo Katopodis, KK Sheung, Rowena 

Sheung, Sarah Shan, and Peter Howe.
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The teams have already been entered for Autumn 2018, starting in February, and we have 

13 teams again. While two teams have withdrawn, SorryPham and Ad Ins, we have two new 

teams, Hydra and Ring Ins.    

 

At NBTC, we always allocate two courts per match so that there is minimal waiting between 

sets. Most teams have a social drink afterwards with the home team providing some snacks. 

Teams are usually organised by members and submitted for inclusion in the next season by 

the Night Tennis Co-ordinator, Rhonda McCaw. 

 

Rhonda McCaw

 

SENIOR COMPETITION RESULTS SUMMARY 
 

Association Senior/Vet Day Team Name Season Section 

Position 

on 

Ladder Pennants 

MEMRLTA Senior Ladies Tues   Winter 3 6th   

  Senior Ladies Tues   Winter 10 7th   

EDWTA Senior Ladies Wed   

Season 

2 5 7th   

WDTA Senior Ladies Thurs   

Season 

2 

A Reserve 

1 1st PREMIERS 

MMTA Veteran Open Thurs   Spring 1 5th   

    Thurs Veneto Spring 2 2nd Lost G/Final 

    Thurs Lions Spring 3 2nd Lost G/Final 

    Thurs Tigers Spring 3 5th   

    Thurs Jaguars Spring 5 1st Lost G/Final 

BDNTA Senior Ladies Mon Ballwin.nets Spring 4 6th   

  Senior Open Mon Backhanders Spring 3 2nd Lost G/Final 

  Senior Open Mon Kirin Spring 4 2nd Lost G/Final 

  Senior Open Tues Scorpions Spring 2 6th   

  Senior Open Tues Slammers Spring 6 2nd PREMIERS 

  Senior Open Tues Rattlers Spring 8 1st Lost S/Final 

  Senior Open Tues C. Chokers Spring 12 1st PREMIERS 

  Senior Open Wed SorryPham Spring 1 2nd Lost G/Final 

  Senior Open Wed Racketeers Spring 4 5th   

  Senior Open Wed Dragons Spring 5 1st Lost G/Final 

  Senior S/D Thurs ABTA Spring 3 6th   

  Senior S/D Thurs Flotsam Spring 3 3rd Lost S/Final 

  Senior Open Thurs Ad Ins Spring 6 1st PREMIERS 

Pennant 

TV Senior Mens Sat   2017 6 3rd Lost 2ndFinal 

ERT 

Senior Open 

Sets Sat   Winter OS3 2nd PREMIERS 

  

Senior Open 

Sets Sat   Winter OS4 6th   

  

Senior Open 

Sets Sat   Winter OS7 6th   

  Senior S/D Sat   Winter SD3 1st Lost S/Final 
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ORGANISED SOCIAL TENNIS 
 

There are a number of opportunities for all adult members to play social tennis at NBTC. 

“Organised social tennis” means there are courts allocated for doubles play, and good used 

tennis balls supplied by the club. 

 

Every Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

morning from 9.00 am an enthusiastic 

group of older ladies and gentlemen 

gather for a friendly hit. More senior ladies 

are needed, so don't be shy, come along 

and give it a go. 
 

More recently a new initiative, Sunday 

afternoon social organised tennis has 

started up. For the Summer months it will 

start at 4.00 pm and go until 7.00 pm. It is 

co-ordinated by Shesh Murthy so please 

contact him if you have any questions on 

0449 162 609.  
 

For these sessions, the Social tennis board 

(for court allocation) is used and name tags 

for regular players will be made up on 

request. 
 

On Monday afternoons from 12.30 pm, a 

very social and eager group of advanced 

players meet at the club for some very 

impressive doubles matches followed by 

“afternoon tea”. 
 

On Friday Nights, the North Balwyn, 

Canterbury, and Deepdene Tennis Clubs 

each host a Twilight Tennis event one 

Friday evening of each month, with North 

Balwyn hosting it on the second Friday of 

each month. The evening starts at 7.30pm. 

Entry by gold coin donation, with tennis 

balls and a light supper are provided. All 

members are welcome, including friends 

and family. This social event has now been 

going for a couple of years and we hope 

members continue to support it. 

 

Social night tennis 
 

Members are also encouraged to come down for a hit under lights in the evenings, $10/per 

court/hour paid into the Money Box in the clubhouse. It is essential to book courts under 

lights. Check out the Court Calendar on the NBTC website under the side menu “Night 

Tennis” to check for court availability. Court usage under lights for BDNTA will limit 

availability for social on play Mondays to Thursdays.  Bookings can be made by emailing 

northbalwyntc@gmail.com. Allow at least one day for bookings to be confirmed and to 

appear in the Calendar. By midyear 2018 we will have two extra courts under lights which 

will give the club greater flexibility for competition, social tennis and coaching. 
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SOCIAL EVENTS 

 

AFL GRAND FINAL 
 

It was another successful social event at 

the club. We started the afternoon with 

social tennis, followed by a BBQ. Some 

members also decorated the clubhouse 

with their favourite colours of the day: 

yellow and black. Everyone enjoyed their 

lunch and dessert, and coffee was also 

provided during half time. We would like 

to thank our chefs Mel, Peter and 

Rowena. And we hope that you will be 

able to join us next year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

AGM & PIZZA 
The AGM was held on 

December 3, followed by 

pizza, drinks, and a fierce 

ping pong match. 

KAPOW! 
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NEW DEFIBRILLATOR 

  

To access it, you need to reach up and unzip the 

casing which remains attached to the wall.  

Once open, remove the defibrillator and follow 

the instructions.  
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Above: NBTC Committee from 

1979/1980. Back row: Laurie 

Crump, Bob Giddings, Val Wall, 

Marie Huntington, Ken Rowley, 

Alison Archer, Paul McPherson, 

Judy Brown, Hugh Batten. Front 

row: Bruce Wardrop, Patsy Clyne 

and Margaret Hall (President) 

David McGrail (absent). 

Left and above: 

Midweek Ladies 

Tuesday tennis in 

1976. 

ENCOURAGING WOMEN IN OPEN COMPETITION 
 

2017 has been a challenging year for relations between genders. The number of high profile 

people who have been accused of sexism (and worse) has resulted in more attention being 

paid to those who previously did not have a voice, and the widespread effect of reported 

incidents has permeated even the smallest conversations about everyday relations between 

men and women. Personally, I have engaged in a number of these conversations between 

my female and male friends, tennis teammates, and even opposition players. It’s been a 

good reminder that despite how equal men and women – and now heterosexuals and 

homosexuals – are under the law, there continues to be social inequalities in our everyday 

interactions. That is why I believe it’s good to take the time to reflect on gender relationships 

at a club level.  

 

Traditionally, suburban club tennis has always been a multi-gendered affair – especially when 

compared to other Australian sporting organisations like cricket, or the even blokier AFL. 

From its beginning, the North Balwyn Tennis Club has seemed to be fairly equal in its 

representation of male and female tennis players. The foundation of the club in 1961 

wouldn’t have even been possible if the fairly equal numbers of 11 men and 10 women 

hadn’t approached the council to establish a place for locals to play. And in 1967, a Notice 

of Motion was approved and incorporated into the Club’s Bylaws, reading “AT LEAST ONE 

MEMBER OF THE SELECTION COMMITTEE SHALL BE A WOMAN.” In 1970, the first female 

secretary, Val Wall, was elected, followed by the first female president, Margaret Hall, in 1978 

(though it should be noted that there has only been one other female president since, 

Rhonda McCaw from 2000 – 2005). 
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1982 Tuesday Midweek Section 2A 1984 Thursday midweek finalists 1985 EDWTA finalists 

Not only this, but tennis participation has even been dominated by women for the majority 

of the club’s history. Possibly due to women not being such a big part of the work force in 

the early days of the club, mid-week ladies tennis has traditionally been quite popular. In 

1994, there were 15 teams participating in mid-week ladies tennis. However, due to changing 

times and perhaps changing demographics in the area, the interest in mid-week ladies has 

dwindled, and today only 4 teams remain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Night tennis, on the other hand, has become increasingly popular, with 8 teams in 1994 

growing to 13 teams in the past few seasons. Yet this rise has been due to an increase in 

predominantly male interest. In the Spring 2015 season of BDNTA night tennis, there were 

only 15 out of 63 players (24%) who were female – most of who were in the two women’s 

Monday night teams. And while in the 2017 Spring season the total number of players 

increased to 72, the number of female players decreased to just 9 (13%). The situation for 

BDNTA open competition is even starker, with only 4 of 67 players (6%) being female. And 

while the male participation in night tennis continues to grow, the number of teams we have 

on Monday night ladies-only tennis has not increased, with just 1 team registered in the last 

season.  

 

Yet while competition opportunities continue to decrease in ladies-only tennis at the Club, 

there remain a plenitude of opportunities for women to play in open sections. So why are 

they not participating? For mid-week play there is even further opportunity for women as 

the former Thursday afternoon Men’s Veterans competition has now become an open 

competition. But to date, there may have been only two female players (from Donvale) out 

of approximately 200 in the whole competition.  

 

As a female player myself who is taking part in both women-only teams, as well as open 

teams consisting only of male teammates, I have often asked myself: why does tennis 

continue to remain so gender separate at such a social, club level? The answer, I have 

considered, has less to do with tennis ability, and more to do with the ‘social’ part of tennis. 

It seems that some women still feel unwilling to mix with men on the tennis court. The top 

team of section 1 Monday night ladies BDNTA, for example, is of a much higher standard 

than the rest of their section. Yet with nowhere higher to go, they continue to play and 

dominate the competition (they finished a whopping 28 points above the 2nd top team in 

the most recent season). After asking why they don’t move to open competition on another  
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night – Tuesday, for example, where there are 15 sections – I was told that they had tried 

open competition, but weren’t comfortable playing with “aggressive men.” Whether this is 

true or not, it is something that I have heard from other women over the years, leading to 

what I fear are hasty generalisations about men’s tennis, and thereby discouraging a culture 

of gender-mixing, and gender inclusion. After my experience of some overly competitive 

women in mid-week ladies tennis, together with my experience of some very good-natured 

men in open tennis, my suspicion is that it is not aggressive tennis playing that some women 

may not be comfortable with, but rather the occasional aggressive man who they might not 

be socially used to. This is why I think it’s important for club tennis to encourage the 

participation and interaction of both men and women in open competitions in order to 

debunk these myths about fragile, finicky women, and overly-competitive, aggressive men.  

 

As ladies-only competition participation continues to decrease – with more of our older 

players discontinuing than new ones joining – I think that the future of women at club level 

tennis is in open competitions. Right now, the culture of club tennis still very much involves 

the separation of gender. In the future, however, it would be better if women and men got 

accustomed to playing together. Looking at our club gender ratios, it seems clear that this 

could be the best way to not only attract women to the club, but also keep them here. In 

2008, out of a total of 330 listed members, only 38% were female. And now, almost ten years 

later, that number has decreased to just 31%.  

 

Hopefully in time we will see more female participation in open competitions, and more 

female members at our club. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written by Yana Barton with the help of the 50th Anniversary book and some membership 

numbers from Tony Barton. 

 

 

2017 Gender breakdown of Club 

membership for active players 
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Vale Marcia Barmby 

 

15th April 1937 – 20th August 2017 

 

A Mass of Celebration in Thanksgiving was held at St 

Bede's Church, North Balwyn on Thursday 24th August 

2017 for the life of Marcia Barmby. Her husband, Brian, 

died just twelve months before. Marcia joined the 

NBTC in February 1965, just three years after the club's 

formation, with Brian joining some years later. Marcia 

was a keen mid-week ladies competition player, 

playing Heidelberg & District Tuesday competition for 

many years. She was known for her killer backhand 

and played at a high standard. She won the Ladies 

Doubles in 1988 with Eva Bettiol and 1990, 1991 and 

1992 with Jaqueline Marsden. Her daughter, Julie is 

continuing in her mother's footsteps, playing Tuesday 

mid-week ladies competition for OLGC.  

From left: Eva Bettiol and Marcia in 1988  Marcia on the right in 1984 
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Vale Kurt Sturmer 

 

 
Kurt Sturmer, a long time, much loved and respected member, died on Saturday 16th 

December. He collapsed at the club courts while playing tennis the previous Thursday 

morning. Following gallant efforts by other members present and the prompt attendance of 

ambulance officers, Kurt was revived and taken to hospital. However, sadly, his recovery 

could not be sustained and he died on Saturday afternoon. 

  

Kurt had been an active member since the 1980s and a regular mid-week social player. He 

was always positive, cheerful and friendly and will be very sorely missed by his friends at 

the Club. The Club extends its deepest sympathy to Kurt's wife, family and friends at this 

stressful time. 

  

Kurt (left) with Bruce and 

Rudi at his regular morning 

social hit earlier this year 
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SPONSORS OF OUR CLUB 
 

Bendigo Community Bank has been very generous in supporting our club in the past and 

continues to offer to donate to our club if members of NBTC do business with them.  

 

Canterbury:  143 Maling Road, Canterbury Tel: 9836 9466 

Ashburton:  241 High Street, Ashburton  Tel: 9885 2666 

Surrey Hills:  107 Union Road, Surrey Hills Tel: 9890 7188 

Balwyn:  411 Whitehorse Road, Balwyn Tel: 9836 8029 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW SPONSORS 

 

 

 

Two new sponsors have come forward recently and have kindly offered to sponsor our 

new court signs and scoreboards.  

 

A big thank you to  

 

Vets on Balwyn, 341 Balwyn Road, North Balwyn and Capital Physiotherapy, 55 

Whitehorse Road, Balwyn.  
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