Christmas Newsletter

December 2011
PRESIDENT'S REPORT

It is my pleasure as president to make a few comments about our fine club. This has been a great year for the club,
with membership numbers being solid, with the first full year of our wonderful new court surfaces and, of course,
lots of competition and social tennis being played. The 8 courts are in great shape! It’s interesting that the artificial
surfaces have become very popular, yet it is still a great pleasure to play on our traditional en tout cas surfaces too.
Your club committee has performed its hard work tirelessly during the year, and is a great, high-functioning team.
Thanks to each and every one of them on behalf of all members. Thanks also to the many others in the club who
do the work tasks that are necessary to make an essentially volunteer organisation work so well! Our financial
position is sound. We conducted a marketing campaign for new members and will again, so we ask existing
members to help with this, in January. Let me or any of the committee members know if you can give us a hand at
either the Bunning’s fund raising sausage sizzle, or with letterboxing our club brochures in your local area. We
need help!
Geoff Hall has been unwell for part of the year and we have been making alternative arrangements for this work
in recent months. We thank Club members who volunteered their services. We could always do with an expanded
set of such volunteers! Graham Besley in particular has personally done a lot of maintenance work. Thanks.
So as we get ready for Xmas and the New Year and perhaps some holidays, I want to wish all members a very
merry Xmas, and happy tennis playing! I hope to see lots of you at the club over the summer, or perhaps at the
Aussie Open in January, watching the guys and girls who, unlike me, actually know what they are doing on the
court!
Danny Samson, NBTC President
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MAINTENANCE REPORT
Courts: The new courts have received much attention as we learn how best to maintain them. We are using
contractors (Red Court Maintenance) to routinely blow leaf litter off the surface and add sand. It is important that
we retain good sand levels so that the carpet fibers do not become damaged and bent over. Grass Sports, who
installed the new surface will also be conducting annual mechanical sweeping of the surface to minimise
compaction problems. The polyclay courts must be bagged before play. Also, it would be appreciated if members
used courts 5 & 6 as frequently as courts 3 & 4 in order to even out the court wear.
Geoff Hall: Our long term caretaker is still unable to return to work. We have been using Jim’s Cleaning and Jim’s
Mowing to maintain clubhouse conditions. To control costs, the clubhouse cleaning is being done once a week. We
ask members to assist by picking up rubbish and to use the carpet sweeper (kept in the storage room next to the
men's bathroom) to remove food crumbs after consuming food.
A number of routine jobs, such as cleaning tea towels, arranging for toilet paper and cleaning agent supplies, are
being supported by Club members. Special thanks to Christa Schlifelner, Rowena Sheung and Rhonda McCaw for
this work.
We wish Geoff all the best in his recovery.
Assistance Valued: Thanks to the members who have helped with ongoing odd maintenance jobs. Special thanks
to Erich Schlifelner, Tony Barton and Bob Giddings. There are always minor repair works required to maintain the
site and club member involvement is always appreciated, as it contributes to keeping our fees as low as possible. I
also appreciate input from members about issues that need attention.
Honour Boards: You may have noticed that a new championships honour board has been installed. It has been
dedicated in memory of Margaret Hall, who was a well loved club member of long standing who served in many
capacities, for which she was awarded a life membership. Thanks to Rhonda McCaw for organising this addition.
Forward Plans: We have asked Council to provide some lighting at the entrance as it is very dark for night tennis
people when locking up at the end of night play.
Buchanan Avenue NBTC Promotion Boards
The committee decided to replace the two old promotion boards facing Buchanan Avenue and approached Bendigo
Bank to sponsor the cost of replacement. Happily they agreed and they were replaced in early December. I'm sure
you will agree they are a big improvement. A big thank you to Bendigo Bank, They have recently opened a new
branch in Balwyn and we were very happy to allow them space on the boards to advertise the fact. Any member
who opens an account there should mention that they are members of NBTC and the club will receive a donation
from Bendigo Bank.

Before

After

Graham Besley, Maintenance Co-ordinator

***************
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Club membership remains reasonably strong with the total numbers in each category being very close to those at
the same time last year. As in recent years, we intend to run a discounted promotion for prospective new
members over the forthcoming New Year period. If you have any friends or acquaintances who might wish to take
advantage of this offer, please contact me for details.
For those of you who have not paid your 2011/12 subscription, I once again remind you that this should have
been paid some 8 months ago. If you are still using Club facilities I urge you to deal with this matter promptly. If,
on the other hand, you do not intend to renew, please let me know by email or telephone. This will avoid further
annoying and unnecessary follow up.
Peter McCaw, Membership Secretary 9817 2940
For your interest, here is a breakdown of expenses incurred by the club last year.

Competition Fees
The annual subscription fee at NBTC includes the cost of all tennis balls for competition play and access to good
used balls for organised social play. The other costs associated with competition play, Association fees and team
entry fees have been increasing and the committee some years ago decided not to increase the annual
subscription fee but to cover this increase by introducing a “competition fee” of $10 per player per season. This
fee is collected by captains and offsets the extra costs associated with playing competition. This fee applies to
senior competition only, not junior competition. We ask that competition players give this fee promptly to their
captains at the beginning of each season. The fee is capped at $40 per year per member.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS
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Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of North Balwyn Tennis Club was held at the club at 5pm on Sunday 27th November.
The 2011/2012 committee was elected, details above. The club accounts were audited by Theo Mitsinikos, who is
a member of the club and who works for TNM Consulting, 150 Plenty Road Preston Vic 3072, Ph: 9484 8111. We
thank him for his generosity and professionalism. Tony Barton agreed to be our Public Officer. Thirty people
attended the AGM.
Club Championships
A big thank you to Rowena Sheung who organised the Junior Club Championships on the Melbourne Cup long
weekend and the Open Club Championships on the last two weeks of November. We were blessed with good
weather this year. See results below.

Event

Champion

Runner-up

Entries

Open Mens Singles

Andrew Halford

John Hanson

12

Open Ladies Singles

Judy Davies

Sheryl Kerwick

4

Open Mens Doubles

Stuart Brown
Michael Oaten

John Hanson
Shing Yue Sheung

7

Open Ladies Doubles

Sheryl Kerwick
Susan McLaughlin

Judy Davies
Rhonda McCaw

4

Open Mixed Doubles

Stuart Brown
Kaylene Ravenhill

Shing Yue Sheung
Melanie Katopodis

6

18 & Under Boys Singles

Shing Yue Sheung

John Hanson

9

18 & Under Girls Singles

Yana Barton

Ha Jin Kim

Under 16 Boys Singles

Will Bryans

Trevor Doan

Under 16 Girls Singles

Ha Jin Kim

Georgia Burt

Under 14 Boys Singles

Trevor Doan

Devam Shah

Under 12 Boys Singles

Simon Ravenhill

Matthew Chen

18 & Under Boys Doubles

Shing Yue Sheung
John Hanson

Under 16 Boys Doubles

Leon Li
David Cui

Under 16 Girls Doubles

Rebecca Ravenhill
Ha Ji Kim

Total entries
Total entries

Open events
Junior events

26
22

Photos of the winners and runners-up can be found on our website: www.northbalwyntc.org.au
Next year's club championships will be moved back to early April, at the end of the ERT season. An expanded
number of events is planned and we hope that more members will participate.

***************
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FUNDRAISING
Shortly after our last newsletter went out we ran our second Bunnings BBQ at Box Hill on 15th May. Thank you to
all who helped to plan and organise the day and the twenty volunteers who came along on the day. We made $860
after expenses.

Carole Snowsill, Danny Samson, Tony Barton
& Terry Sheldon

Graham Besley and Gordon Brown
We have been very fortunate to be invited to run the Bunnings BBQ at Box Hill on Saturday 7th January 2012.
This is a great opportunity to raise much needed funds for the club and Liz Brown and Rhonda McCaw will be coordinating the event. We would love to hear from anyone wishing to help. We need a total of 20 volunteers to run
the BBQ in 2 hour slots from 8.30 am to 5.00 pm. If you want to help, please ring Rhonda on 9817 2940.

DONATION OF TWO COUCHES
Louise Hoppe has kindly donated two couches for the lounge area in the clubhouse. Together with the other
couches they make a cosy informal corner for the members.
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JUNIOR COMPETITION REPORT
The winter season of Junior ERT teams proved to be the most successful season yet!!! NBTC had 4 Premiership
teams along with 2 runners-up flag. Needless to say the junior notice board is full of flags, a very impressive sight.
The GSD3 team finished 3rd on the ladder, won their semi and grand final by just 1 & 2 games. Each final came
down to the #1 singles and 2&3 doubles, outstanding achievement girls!! This team has now been moved up to
section 1 in the hope they can carry on their awesome fighting form from last season. Well done Annie, Ha Jin,
Rebecca & Julia!!!!!!
Our GSD10 team was made up of girls that have never participated in tennis comp before (except for their #1,
Jessica). They too managed to claw their way back on grand final day to get hold of the premiership flag.
BSD12 & GSD8 had played flawless seasons but just fell short in the grand final. Both teams are back at it again
this season with the boys in BSD11 now, currently sitting top of the ladder and the GSD8 team has been thrown up
into GSD4 and is sitting comfortably in 4th position, ready to make a move in the 2nd half of the season.
Well done to the XSD2 (mixed) and Sunday BSD7 teams who led the entire season and made short work of their
opponents in both the semis and the Grand Final.
NBTC now has 15 junior teams participating in the summer season, and by the look of the current ladder we could
go even better than last season!!! No pressure on the teams reading this of course….. Andrew & I are already
getting enquiries for winter comp next year so it looks as though not only the number of flags in the clubhouse is
growing but so are the number of teams. A great sign for the future of junior comp at NBTC.
Also, we would like to thank the parents that take on the duty of team manager, it can be tough at times and
without your support we would not be as successful as we have been!!
Have a great Christmas & Happy New Year,
Stuart Brown & Andrew Halford
COACHING REPORT
Combined with the club’s junior competition format, we and our assistants Michael, Martin, and Rachael hope that
all players, both juniors and adults enrolled in our coaching program have enjoyed their term of coaching and
competition involvement. Our coaching program in progressing well as our friendly coaching staff continue to
offer and coach all ages and standards in an array of lesson format opportunities to improve their game.
Interested players can choose from private lessons for those that wish to accelerate their technical skills, fun
social group lessons based on designed tennis games technique and tactical play, and squad training for the more
aspiring player where intense point play involving tactics and technique over a longer duration is required to
further match skills.
A new addition to our program is Wilson PeeWee tennis. It is available for 4-7 year olds and utilizes small nets and
rackets as well as larger, two toned coloured balls. Each player receives the racket and a PeeWee hat for free. The
program allows younger children to start the game in an easier, more exciting environment.
It terms of adult coaching interest, several players have recently come forward, interested in improving their
technique through private and group lesson formats. Interestingly, two of them have shopped around for their
tennis needs and ended up settling with us.
Recently we have had the opportunity to design an intensive two week coaching program for a boy from Malaysia.
Gareth has spent a few weeks with his cousins here in Australia, who are members of the club. Gareth has since
left for home with an improved game and knowledge of technique and tactics. Good luck Gareth and we hope to
see you another day!
Tennis, get into it!
TENNIS MATTERS
Andrew Halford (TCAV Advanced Coach, B.App.Sci. in Human Movement) Ph. 0412 021 911
Stuart Brown (TCAV Advanced Coach) Ph. 0412 966 336.
Website: www.tennismatters.com.au

Email address: tennismatters2us@hotmail.com
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MID-WEEK COMPETITION REPORTS
Tuesday M.E.M.R.L.T.A. Competition
Section A5
Our team consists of 6 players, Serena Hayes, Melanie Katopodis, Rowena Sheung, Christa Schlifelner, Kaye Clarke
and Anke Meinert. Rhonda McCaw is our 7th player who kindly offered to help us out should we need her. Last
season Melanie was captain and we played in Section A6 reaching the semi-finals. We are more than half way
through the summer season and can proudly say that we have only lost twice so far and are at the top of the ladder.
Everybody puts in an effort and as a result the team is well organized and runs well. Many thanks from the
captain.
Anke Meinert, Captain
Section A9
We have just completed our first round and there is room for improvement in the second round !!! Unfortunately,
Lorna fell injuring her wrists during an early match and has only just returned to the court which is good news.
Catherine Lawton joined the team last season when a couple of our team members were overseas on holidays. We
can only hope for a better performance in the second round to avoid umpiring !!!
Happy Christmas.
Helen Rayner, Captain
Wednesday E.D.W.T.A. Competition
Section 5
We are having a successful season in spite of ailing husbands, three of whom are in the wars. Marie Purcell has
devoted her time to Peter’s recovery after his difficult operation. Diane Barron-Troop and Diana Lamb have had
their share of worries too but managed to play tennis. Our third Di – Diane Sampson has been a helpful and
sympathetic captain. If this sounds feeble I’m happy to record we had a resounding victory in a howling gale this
week and we expect to make the finals.
Norma Ross, EDWTA Wednesday Secretary
Thursday W.D.T.A Competition
A Reserve 1
The NBTC WDTA ladies team have had another great season, with lots of fun and success too. We celebrated
winning the A Reserve flag at a local restaurant in Kew. A big thank you to Jane for being captain, juggling the
roster with work and holiday commitments. Next season we have been promoted to A Grade 1 and are gaining
Susan Martin as a new member of the team. We hope we will win a few matches this time and anyway, we'll do
our best and enjoy the challenge!
For Jane Cash, Captain
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Thursday Veterans’ Tennis Report
Section 2B
North Balwyn Lions and Tigers
Two NBTC teams were placed in Section 2B. The North Balwyn Lions, captained by John Zannoni finished 4th
ahead of the North Balwyn Tigers, captained by Peter Moran who were 5th. There were only 6 teams in the
section.
Section 5
North Balwyn
Another entertaining and enjoyable season. Having come 2nd last season we thought we had a good chance this
time. Two teams were moved down from section 4 and they became our toughest competitors. We come 3rd in
the regular season, and unfortunately fell short in the semi finals. All are looking forward to next year.
Graham Besley
Peter Purcell, who has organised the teams for this competition for some years and regularly reported their
successes and failures in the club newsletters has been ill recently and we all wish him a speedy recovery. He has
decided to retire from this position and the committee extends its gratitude to him for his hard work and
dedication over the years.
The next season starts in February 2012 and teams must be submitted by the end of the month. If anyone is
thinking of putting in a team or wishes to play, please ring Tony MacCormack.
Tony MacCormack , Thursday Veteran's Convenor, 9841 7788
***************

NIGHT TENNIS COMPETITON
Night tennis competition CHEAPER for members!

The Blackburn & District Night Tennis competition requires teams to pay $7 per night to cover cost of tennis balls
and lighting at the home club. The committee has waived this $7 charge when members are playing at NBTC.
When playing at home, captains should still collect the $7 per member of the opposition team and post the money
($28) in the labelled envelope in the night tennis money box. The committee considers this more equitable and
hopes this will encourage more members to play night tennis. Captains may consider collecting $3.50 from each
team member whether playing home or away and keeping the extra $14 for paying for away matches. This way, it
is fairer to those who, for whatever reason may be rostered to play more away matches than home matches.
Here are some reports from team captains.
Monday Ladies:
Ballwin.nets - Section 3
Monday night has just finished and unfortunately we did not make the finals. It was a difficult season as our #1
player Helen (Young) was out injured for the entire season and Lorna had injured her wrists from Tuesday tennis
and has just returned to the court. Vicki has not played all season due to an on going injury. We were pleased to
welcome Helen De Ross into the team and have enjoyed having her as a team member this season. Several team
members have enjoyed overseas holidays during the season, Julie to Turkey, Helen (Rayner) to Africa and
Adrienne to Fiji, from all reports they had a great time. Recently several tennis friends both old and new got
together for a ‘girls night out’ at Doncaster. After a movie we enjoyed dinner and a chance to catch up on a social
level, this was enjoyed by all those who attended.
We enjoy our level of Monday night tennis and look forward to better results next season, injury free !!!
Wishing you and your families a Merry Christmas.
Helen Rayner, Captain
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Tuesday Open:
Yackers - Section 9
The Yackers just failed to win the flag last season and came 5th this time. The section was uneven with some very
strong teams so they are trying for Section 10 next season.
Rattlers – Section 9
The Rattlers ended up 6th this season but they had some problems fielding a team and needed a few too many
emergencies. They have two new members joining the team, Paul Weston and Brian Wood and hope to do better
next season in Section 9. A big thank you to Wayne Ibbott for managing the team even though he is unable to play
at the moment due to injury.
Champion Chokers - Section 11
The Champion Chokers commenced the season in high hopes, having been elevated into section 11. We
commenced the season being competitive but due to the absence of two members ( Graham & Chris) on overseas
trips we came a bit unstuck mid season. Thanks to Brett and Minh for filling in as emergencies. The tennis was a
great standard for us and we enjoyed the challenge and some very friendly new teams. We now look forward to
being more successful next year, but probably back in section 12.
Graham Besley, Captain
Serves Ya Right – Section 13
We have enjoyed having another very successful season at North Balwyn Tennis Club. We are currently on top of
the ladder for our section. We hope to go one better this season and win the grand final! We continue to enjoy
playing tennis in a lovely, quiet setting & friendly club environment. We look forward to our team continuing to
play tennis next year at North Balwyn. Wishing everyone a happy & safe Christmas & all the best for the New
Year.
AND.......
We won our tennis grand final, 31 games to 27 and 4 sets to 2! It was a really good match & played in the right
spirit. We are so happy to win a flag for North Balwyn tennis club after only our second season playing together as
a team. It was a lovely night for tennis and we were glad to be able to play at our home courts. Kylie Smith, Captain

Of our 9 teams in the BDNTA, Serves Ya Right was the most successful, winning the Tuesday night Section 13 flag.
Congratulations! Editor
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Wednesday Open:
Barracoutas - Section 4
We made it to the end of the season with second spot on the ladder. We had the home advantage against the rising
stars from St Francis in the semi-final. At the end of the night we were 3 sets each (including one each of two
tie-breaker sets). But we pulled up one game short. Frustrating, but it was a good match. Thanks to team members
Marty, Phillip, Shing-Chak, Alex, Sam and Yana for getting the team to the finals. No flag, but it was a good season
and we will go again next season (minus Shing-Chak who we wish well on his overseas studies).
Tony Barton, Captain
Thursday Open:
Scorpions - Section 1
Scorpions this year welcomed new player Russell Downie to the team. The team performed admirably throughout
the season in a competition that was a higher standard than previous years. Unfortunately Scorpions finished just
outside the four although they showed their potential during the season by beating all teams except Donvale.
Andrew Hayes, Captain
Ninjas – Section 3
This new team of young players, captained by Alex Barton, were unfortunately outclassed in Section 3. They will
take a break due to lack of players and hopefully join us again in the Spring season.
D Champs – Section 8
The D Champs, captained by Nipun Arora, were quite successful, making the grand final. Unfortunately, they lost.
Most of the team is continuing next season under a new name, the Immigrants, captained by Roshan Johal.
With four courts under lights and four midweek nights to choose from, we have the capacity for 16 teams
competing. Next season we have two teams not continuing, the Ninjas and the D Champs but we have three new
teams entering, two Ladies teams on Monday night, the Night Owls and the RAQT PAQ, and a Thursday Open team,
the Immigrants. This will make a total of ten teams. Anyone interested in joining the Night Tennis Competition
please contact:
Rhonda McCaw, Night Tennis Co-ordinator 9817 2940
***************

MIDWEEK SOCIAL TENNIS REPORT
The club provides organised social tennis on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday mornings from about 9.30 am. It
relies on volunteers to organise opening the courts for play and the provision of tennis balls and to welcome new
players. This job is usually performed by Bruce Holloway but recently he has needed to care for his wife who
suffered a fall. We wish his wife a speedy recovery. In his absence, we would like to thank Christa and Erich
Schlifelner, Rudi Vuk and Rowena Sheung for stepping in and helping out. The numbers attending fluctuate, with
people on holidays and developing injuries but happily they all seem to return as soon as they are able. Both mens,
ladies and mixed sets are played and newcomers are always welcome so why not come along for some exercise
and good company! The highlight is the annual Christmas Party held at lunch time, this year on Thursday 15th
December. They always have a terrific turnout.

***************

SUNDAY SOCIAL TENNIS
Social tennis on the weekend is something the committee would like to encourage. For members who work,
please be aware that there are courts available either Saturday or Sunday afternoons for social play. All it needs is a
core group of about 8 players who wish to play regularly for it to work. Please let the committee know if you are
interested in being part of a regular group attending.
***************
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VICTORIAN PENNANT REPORT 2011
For those that are not aware, pennant is generally the strongest competition in Victoria, catering for all ages and
standards, running from April to August. It comprises a veterans format consisting of only doubles from week to
week, played only on Saturday afternoons, and the larger men's and women's format in which each team member
plays a best of three set singles match every two weeks and two doubles matches every alternate week. This main
format is played on Saturday or Sunday afternoons. Each team is of course played twice during the season, before
the finals series.
The facilitation of the transition of junior players to senior competition is going well. Over the past few years
through the encouragement of these players to compete and the social opportunities that the tennis club provides
its juniors through its friendly atmosphere, the club has had an increase in the number of juniors in the club
making the move to test their skills in senior competition. Stuart and I have some interested juniors to form a new
pennant team for 2012.
As stated in the winter pennant report newsletter, we had a men's grade 3 & 10 this year and a women's grade 5.
Both the grade 5 & 10 teams are a mix of current juniors and ex-juniors. The grade 3 side did well making the
finals, losing in the semis. The grade 5 team had their first season this year, having their first taste of best of three
tie break sets.
The special performance this year was from our grade 10 side, namely Samuel Ip, Chris Phan, Lewis Freeman and
Jordan Doddridge. These young adults not only made it through their section, winning in the semis, they made it all
the way to the grand final against all of the other sectional winners. They put up a great fight, just falling short of
winning their grade. However their effort this year is simply outstanding. It is a great feat for any team to make a
grand final in pennant. Well done guys!
I am always hopeful of keen new players of suitable standard to join our existing groups as well as the possibility
of the construction of new teams. If interested please contact me on 0412 021 911, or Stuart on 0412 966 336.

Andrew Halford - Pennant Secretary
North Balwyn Grade 10 Tennis Team Report
On the 16th of March, the 2011 winter pennant season began and a team consisting of members Jordan (The
Dodge Vyper) "Goobridge" Doddrige, Lewis Freeman, Samuel Ip and Christopher Phan embarked on a quest to
obtain the pennant grade flag. The season started well, opening with 3-1 win, and this trend continued for the
majority of the season. The team finished on top of the ladder with 10 wins, 1 draw (to Box Hill) and 1 loss (to
Centenary Park). The team's hard work was rewarded with a minor flag, to exemplify their dominance within
their respective section.
Immediately after, the team progressed to the semi-finals; against the opposition, Box Hill. This began with
controversy resulting in a dispute between the teams and a first day washout. However, the valiant members of
the North Balwyn Pennant were able to overcome the psychologically crippling adversity and overlook the
opposition’s faults; to run away with a 5-1 win.
Then began a new set of challenges, and with this, new coming rivals. The grade playoffs began and the North
Balwyn team were set to face off against Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club. This was a tough match for the team, but
they were able to pull a close win with a margin of 4 rubbers, 8 sets and 66 games to 2 rubbers, 5 sets and 55
games.
As the team progressed to the semi finals, they awaited 2 anxious weeks to hear the announcement of their
opponents; and it was to be Parkwood. The showdown between two respectable teams was set to appear at the
Doncaster tennis club and the North Balwyn team, full of nerves and butterflies, clawed their way through a tough
day to win by a meagre margin of only 1 rubber, 2 sets and 2 games. The Parkwood team put in a solid effort, but
the North Balwyn pennant team proved to be the inevitable victors.
On the 3rd of September, the final match of season commenced. The venue: Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club and the
opposition, Macleod Tennis Club. Macleod had proven themselves to be worthy adversaries to all teams they had
previously faced, finished top of their section and having three players who remained undefeated in singles. As the
day began, four courts were utilised and the North Balwyn team felt it was their time - they were confident in their
ability and knew that they had a real chance. Unfortunately, this was no to be. They fell to the eventual victors,
Macleod, in a courageous effort that saw them lose 6 rubbers to 0. Despite the overwhelming margin and the
inability to obtain a set, the game difference was 65 to 40, showing the close nature of the matches.
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Although they were unable to claim the premiership flag, to come 2nd of 32 teams is still an admirable result; and
they look forward to satiating then unquenchable thirst to achieve the ultimate prize - a pennant grade
premiership.
Chris Phan

WEEKEND SENIOR COMPETITION: ERT
We finished the 2011 winter season with two teams in 5th place and two teams 3rd. Unfortunately both these
teams, Open Sets 5 and Open Sets 8, lost close semi finals matches.
For the 2011/12 summer season we are fielding three Open Sets teams in sections 5, 6 and 9 and two
Singles/Doubles team of youngsters in section 1 and 3. We are particularly pleased to have two teams of players
who have recently graduated from junior ranks and we hope they continue to represent the Club for some years
to come. At the halfway mark of the season we have teams in 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 8th places. Hopefully we will
enjoy some finals success at the business end of the season.
Please note that the entry sheet for the 2012 winter season will be posted on the noticeboard in late January in
time for entries to be submitted to ERT by 22 February. We are always looking for new players. If you might be
interested and would like more information, please feel free to ring me on 9817 2940.

Peter McCaw, ERT senior coordinator
***************
FIRST AID KIT AVAILABLE
In the case of an injury to a player or guest at the club, there is a first aid kit available for treating minor injuries.
The first aid kit is kept in the gardener's shed at the rear of the clubhouse and, on the noticeboard, there is a list of
club members who have a key to the shed. If a major accident happens, please call 000 for medical assistance.
NO SMOKING AREAS EXTENDED
At the December committee meeting, the committee discussed the issue of smoking on the club grounds and it
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was agreed that in addition to the clubhouse, the no smoking area will be extended to include the porch and courts
1-8.
DOGS AT NORTH BALWYN TENNIS CLUB
Any person bringing a dog to the club must ensure that it is restrained on a leash at all times and does not disturb
or upset any club members or visitors to the club.

TENNIS REVIEW
During the year North Balwyn Tennis Club, along with all the other tennis clubs operating in the municipality, was
invited to be part of a review of Tennis Management in the City of Boroondara. A previous study had highlighted
tennis as the most popular sport for its residents. Peter Moran and Rhonda McCaw attended. Our coaches, Stuart
and Andrew were invited to a separate Coaching Review. A report was issued and feedback invited.
Consultation on the Tennis Management and Coaching Review Discussion Paper has closed and City of
Boroondara thanked all clubs and coaches for their feedback. Council Officers in partnership with Tennis Victoria
and Tennis Australia are considering the comments and feedback with the intention to develop a strategic
response to the issues identified. A more detailed project update will be provided to the clubs involved in the near
future.

SOCIAL NEWS
GOLF DAY
This year the golf day was held at Yarrambat Park Golf Club with the standard 2 ball Ambrose format locked in.
In traditional fashion, the weather was not being very kind, the temperature dropped and the wind picked up. To
the year round golfer this does not matter so much but for us fair weather golfers it caused havoc!!
Scoring overall was actually quite good with the Besley clan having success on quite a few holes. The day belonged
to a McCaw pairing though. Peter & Sandy took out the prestigious title of NBTC golf champions for 2011. I am
going to say Peter may have carried the skill of keeping the ball under the wind by rolling it along the fairway
burning a few worms along the way… Sorry Peter!!! Sandy told me later she had a bit of a sore back at the end of
the day from carrying you the whole round. Just Kidding!!!! Congratulations to the winners, I believe they carded a
1 over round which was an exceptional score considering lack of course knowledge and the typical Melbourne
weather so I take off my golfing hat to you both.
The day finished up back at the tennis club for a BBQ cooked by dad (thanks) and a few cold ones. It was great to
see a few new faces (we need a lot more for the next one). I would like to thank the McCaw’s for rallying their
troops together as they do year in, year out and would like to thank all the others participating also.
For everyone out there, I would love to see you join us on the course even if you’re a weekend hacker or a
seasoned golfer, it is always fun chasing a stupid little white ball around for an afternoon.
Two golfers at the first tee.
Golfer 1: Hey guess what! I got a set of golf clubs for my wife!
Golfer 2: Great trade.
Look forward to seeing you on the course next year!!
Stuart Brown
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CHRISTMAS PARTIES
The midweek social player’s tennis Christmas party was held on Thursday 15th December after morning tennis.
About 30 people attended and everyone brought a plate of food to share.

The weekend club Christmas party was held on Saturday evening 17th December at the club at 6.00 pm. Pizza and
soft drinks and fruit were provided and also the opportunity for social night tennis. The cost was $5.00 per head,
BYO alcoholic drinks. The committee would like to thank Boccaccio Cellars for their generosity in donating two
bottles of wine as a door prize. Susan McLaughlin was the lucky winner.

OUR OLDEST MEMBER
Our oldest active member, Henry Dutkowski turned 89 this year. We congratulate him on his fitness and love of the
game of tennis. He is a regular down at the club on the social mornings and we look forward to next year and the
big “90” celebrations!
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90 YEARS OLD AND STILL PLAYING TENNIS
During the club championships , Sheryl Kerwick's father Ron Patterson came down to support her in her ladies
doubles and singles finals. Sheryl was successful in the ladies doubles (with Susan McLaughlin) and is a multiple
past winner of the ladies singles title. Ron has just celebrated his 90th birthday and still plays tennis regularly. He
has obviously been a great role model to Sheryl. Here he is relaxing with Sheryl in the clubhouse after the events
were completed.

50 YEARS ANNIVERSARY
Next year, 2012, will be the 50th anniversary for the North Balwyn Tennis Club. Your committee will be discussing
how we might celebrate this occasion and we would be very happy to receive input from the members.

VALE MARGARET AND DOUG HALL
Margaret Hall died on 9th May this year. Margaret had been an active member of the club for many years. She
participated in many of the club's activities, worked on various sub-committees and was the first female president.
She was awarded life membership in 1985 for her contribution to the club. Many of her friends from the North
Balwyn Tennis Club attended the funeral and were touched by the many references to her life at our club and
what the club meant to her. Her son Geoff has been our caretaker for over 25 years and he, along with her
daughter Penny and her children and her other son, Steven were also members of the club. Her husband Doug, a
long time member of the club who served on committee and as president died in late September this year also and
we extend our sympathies to the family.
As a tribute to Margaret Hall the new Club Championship Honour Board has been called the Margaret Hall
Honour Board of Club Champions.
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MARGARET AND DOUG HALL

Local Heroes!
Supporting our local communities is what the Canterbury, Ashburton and Surrey Hills branches of the Bendigo
Bank do best.
The Community Bank’s sponsorship of $10,000 has provided much needed help towards financing the
resurfacing of courts 3-6 with the water-saving court surface, PolyClay XL.
For the last seven years, these Community Bank branches have given back more than $920,000.00 to over 120
local groups, aged care facilities, schools, festival s and events.
NOW, North Balwyn Tennis Club can receive even more funding!
North Balwyn Tennis Club members who do their banking with either Canterbury, Ashburton or Surrey Hills
Community Bank branches can earn more funds for our organisation.
$250 for every approved Bendigo home loan
$50 for every approved and funded personal loan
$25 for every approved Bendigo Credit Card application
$10 for every new business or term deposit account opened and held for 3 months
$5 for every new Piggy or Ultimate account opened
and more………
Ask how you can make more money for our organisation from Bendigo Community Banking.
Canterbury:
Ashburton:
Surrey Hills:

143 Maling Road, Canterbury
241 High Street, Ashburton
107 Union Road, Surrey Hills

Tel: 9836 9466
Tel: 9885 2666
Tel: 9890 7188

If you already bank with any of these three branches, please call your branch and let them know that you are a
member of North Balwyn Tennis Club and the Club will receive a donation – too easy!

www.supportingourcommunity.com.au
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GETTING THE CLUB NEWS
As we only have the Club newsletter sent out twice a year, we need other ways to keep our members informed of
club events and key decisions made by the committee. There are a number of ways this is done. Firstly, the
monthly committee minutes are posted on the Social noticeboard. Secondly, regular emails are sent out to those
members who have registered their emails with us and thirdly, these emails are copied and displayed on the
general noticeboard and the fridge in the kitchen. We encourage all members to be on the email address list. It is
the most effective and quickest way for us to communicate club matters to you. If you wish to be added to the
address list, send your email address along with your name, to northbalwyntc@yahoo.com.au.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The NBTC committee would like to thank all those who contributed articles for the newsletter.
Editor: Rhonda McCaw

Do you know someone who might be interested in joining our club?
Why not pass on this newsletter after you have read it, or direct them to our website:
Our website address is: www.northbalwyntc.org.au
Web site news: The Club now owns the domain name northbalwyntc.org.au registered with the company
Melbourne IT costing $22 per year. We have web forwarding as part of the service so that the url
http://northbalwyntc.org.au/ takes you to the web site which is still hosted (for no charge) by Vicnet (a division
of the State Library of Victoria: http://www.vicnet.net.au/) so our web site is still at
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~nbtc/ (something called “cloaking” hides
the Vicnet url if you come to the web page via northbalwyntc.org.au). The committee will investigate the new
Tennis Victoria web page hosting as an alternative, but up to the present the Vicnet service seems to be working
reliably and is easy to use. According to the Vicnet web counter the hits on our web site steadily increased to
about 1,000 per month over the last couple of years, but in the last few months have declined back to about 700900 per month. If you have
any advice on our web site, organisation, content etc. please email me tonybarts@gmail.com.
Tony Barton

MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES
PETER McCAW
98172940
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