
September 14 was the day that we had hoped to be back on our courts. 
But they sit vacant and our clubhouse is mouldering away. We can 
only hope that the coronavirus cases come down fast enough to meet 
the targets well before the deadlines. Otherwise we can not expect 
to have access to our courts before October 26. Boroondara Council 
tell us they are working hard behind the scenes on a plan to support 
clubs to reopen “when the time comes” and are committed to mak-
ing this happen as quickly as they can. Tennis Victoria say they are 
awaiting further advice from Sport and Recreation Victoria and DHHS 
on what the stages of opening means for tennis and they will update 
the Victorian tennis community as soon as they have information. We 
can only wait and have ready our contact tracing and a way to con-
trol numbers attending as we can assume that there will be limits. 

Our Club is in relatively good shape with financial membership of 
about 230, compared to 300 at the same time last year, and our fi-
nancial position is good. We thank those members who paid the 
discounted subscription for this year and we are looking at how to 
further compensate you for the extra loss of access to the courts re-
sulting from the extension to the lockdown.  The clubhouse itself has 
a mould problem as a result of condensation. Boroondara Council has 
acknowledged the urgency of the problem and we are waiting for de-
tails of proposed works. We need to plan for our AGM (to be held be-
fore end of Jan 2021) so now is the time to think about volunteering 
for our Committee. We need to rebuild our membership in the coming 
year. We need new committee members to help meet this challenge.     

Tony Barton (Secretary) 
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In 2012 North Balwyn Tennis 
Club celebrated its 50th anni-
versary. After much researching 
by a group of members, the his-
tory of the club was recorded in 
a book. In 2014 a limited number 
of copies of “North Balwyn Ten-
nis Club Celebrates 50 years” 
were printed and purchased by 
NBTC members and friends. As 
the membership has evolved 
there may be current members 
who would be interested in ac-
cessing this book which records 
NBTC’s beginnings and its rich 
history. The commitment of lo-

cal residents in establishing 
our wonderful club and recol-
lections of those who made 
substantial contributions to its 
continuing development over 
the years is quite inspirational.

The digital version of the 
book can be found on the 
NBTC website under the left-
hand menu “About” or by 
clicking on the following link.

http://northbalwyntc.org.au/
nbtcfiles/NorthBalwynTennis-
Club%2050th%20small.pdf

Rhonda McCaw

History of North Balwyn Tennis Club

Cover of the printed edi-
tion (2014) of the book.  
Artwork by Chris Besley.
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Boroondara Sports Awards
The Boroondara Sports 

Awards have been introduced 
by the City of Boroondara to 
recognise the significant role 
sports clubs play in enhancing 
the community’s health and 
wellbeing, increasing partici-
pation in physical activity and 
fostering social connections. 
Of the six categories one was 
Collaborative Club of the Year. 
This award was jointly award-

ed to the four tennis clubs who 
run the Friday night Twilight 
Tennis program, Canterbury, 
Deepdene, Balwyn Park and 
North Balwyn Tennis Clubs. 

Olympic champion and 
AFL Head of Women’s Foot-
ball, Nicole Livingstone, pre-
sented the awards in a virtu-
al ceremony after the event 
was moved online due  to 
the coronavirus  pandemic.    

The presidents of the four clubs at Deepdene Tennis Club  Club 
back in May (before the lockdown) Left to Right: Ross Davies 
(North Balwyn), , Annabel McDonald (Balwyn Park), Chris Thom-
son (Canterbury) and David McPherson (Deepdene). 
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Competition News

The Summer 2019/20 sea-
son ended as the virus shut 
competition down in March. 
Of our six Senior teams four 
reached the finals. OS2 and 
5 went down in semi-finals, 
while OS7 did not contest 
their grand final at Yarra Glen 
as it was the eve of the shut-
down. OS8 won their grand-fi-
nal against St. Johns Catho-

lic 4-2 on sets, equal on games. 
Of the 12 Junior teams, 
OS13 won their final.
Having missed the Winter sea-
son ERT had hoped that the 
Summer 2020/21 season would 
start early October. Details of the 
season may be able to be de-
cided in September. We had en-
tered 5 Senior teams and 10 Ju-
nior teams in the Winter season.

The Spring season of BDN-
TA, the night competition that 
North Balwyn Tennis Club 
competes in, was due to start 
Monday 27th July. The team 
entries were due in quite a few 
weeks before this date and 
I was really pleased to have 
such a positive response from 
members and 15 teams en-

tered. This is a record for NBTC. 
Due to the second wave of 
Covid-19 the season has been 
postponed, and will now be a 
Summer season.  It is a frustrat-
ing time for keen tennis players 
and I hope you all will be back 
on the court as soon as possible. 

Rhonda McCaw
Night Tennis Co-ordinator

Eastern Region Tennis

BDNTA
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OS8 celebrate 
their win in 
March. L to R 
Lachlan Mc-
Donald, Simon 
Ravenhill, 
Carole Snowsill, 
Rowan Ash-
worth, Andrew 
Tregear



 We lost Rob Mann to cancer in July.
Rob joined the club in 2015. He 
played Thursday afternoon MMTA 
competition for Veneto Club be-
fore switching in 2017 to a North 
Balwyn Veneto team. Rob played 
with our Club up to September 
2019 with his team winning that 
season's Section 2 Grand Fi-
nal. Rob is missed by Monday 
and Thursday afternoon players.

 Rowan Ashworth, who passed 
away suddenly in June 2020, 
was a long-time member of the 
club.  He was 54. Rowan grew 
up in Hill Road, North Balwyn, 
and his parents were  NBTC 
members.  Rowan played Sat-
urday afternoon competition 
at different levels over many 
years. More recently he had 
been a long-standing member 
of the ERT 8 team, enjoying 
the comraderie and friendship 
of Carole Snowsill, Andrew 
Tregear, Simon Ravenhill, 
Catherine Lawton, Lachlan Mc-
Donald and Anne Sheary.  He 
helped the team win five grand 
finals over the last five years, 

including most recently the flag 
for the 2019-20 summer sea-
son (see opposite). Rowan was 
a kind and generous person, 
always ready with an encourag-
ing word for his partners on the 
tennis court, and was popular 
and well-liked amongst NBTC 
Saturday players and team 
members of other ERT clubs.

Rob Mann

Rowan Ashworth
Tribute to members we have lost this year 
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